St. George
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Church
2587 W. 14th Street, Cleveland OH 44113

Sunday of Holy Fathers of Seventh Ecumenical Council

Serving the Orthodox Christian Community
of Greater Cleveland

St. George
Antiochian
Orthodox Church
His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH,
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan
of all North America
His Grace Bishop Anthony, Auxiliary
Bishop of the Diocese of The Midwest
V. Rev Father John Ojaimi, Pastor
Archdeacon Yarid Sahley
Office: (216) 781-9020 Fax: (216) 781-9545
Pastor's Cellular: (440) 665-6724
www.stgeorgecleveland.com
Pastor’s E-Mail: frjojaimi@msn.com

Sunday October 16, 2022
Tone 1 / Eothinon 7
Sunday of Holy Fathers of Seventh
Ecumenical Council
&
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Gall, enlightener of Switzerland
WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS

We are glad you are worshiping with us
today. There are Service Books in the pews.
Orthodox Christians must be prepared for
Holy Communion through Confession,
Fasting, Prayer and by being at peace with
others. Please seek and give forgiveness
before receiving Holy Communion. At the
conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, please join
us for coffee hour in the Parish Hall.

W
The mission of St. George
Antiochian Orthodox Church
Is to serve God and the community
by commitment to the GospelÕs
command to grow in the knowledge
of Jesus Christ through faith,
hope, and love. It is a parish of the
Self –Ruled Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of North
America.
The Orthodox Church follows the
faith and practice of the apostles
and disciples of Christ handed
down by the ancient Christian
fathers and twenty centuries of
Church tradition. Genuine Christian
life nurtures and stimulates our
spiritual and moral development.
The liturgical life of the Orthodox
Church has been developing over
the last 2000 years. By taking part
in the mysteries of ChristÕs life,
death and resurrection at the
liturgical services, the community
members are drawn to repentance
and the gradual change of their
inner selves.
To join the community of St.
George or to find out more
information, please fill out the
Guest Book in the Narthex. We
hope this day will be spiritually
rewarding for you. Fr John will be
happy to answer any questions.
Join us in the hall after Liturgy for
our Coffee Hour and Fellowship.

Trisagion Prayers, Wheat Bread of Oblation and The Coffee Hour are offered in
memory of Camille Karim (One Year ) by his wife Eugenie Kar im and his Childr en
The Coffee Hour is offered in memory of Naseem Fakir( 11 Years) by J alileh Fakir and
Family
Bread of Oblation is offered in memory of Zuhdiah Kash ( One Year ) Jeries Kash, Hanan
Saah and Jihan Shayeb by Ghassan Kash and Family
Bread of oblation is offered for the health and safety of all our families and in memory of
all our beloved ones from the Bouchahine and Dayoub Families by Mona and Iyad Dayoub
Candles are offered for the Health, Safety & Spiritual Welfare of:
All of our parishioners, their family members and their friends.
The sick, shut-ins, homeless and needy
Family & Friends by Geor ge Haddad
Nabil Harb by his wife Samia
Candles are offered in Beloved Memory of:
All of your beloved ones falling asleep in the Lord.
All Clergy and servants of God.
All the Victims of war and violence and diseases in the whole universe.
Michel Hayek, Michael Simone & Bob Mourad by the Hayek family
Wadia Ameen by his wife Mar y & family
Edward & Evelyn Haddad by their family
Edward & Rita Fadel by his family
Charles Haddad by J oan & family
Joie Haddad by Geor ge Haddad and his Family
William Isaac by his Wife J une Isaac
Ramona Darmour by her daughter Char maine Dar mour
for the sick, sufferings,
shut-ins , needy, homeless, victims of disasters, war
and violence in the whole universe.
“Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying, How
can this man give us His flesh to eat? So Jesus said to them,
Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of
Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. He who
eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will
raise him up on the last day”.

John 6:52-54
“With fear of God, faith And love draw near”.
Come to Church, Jesus loves you, we love you

UPCOMING DIVINE SERVICES

Sunday October 23, 2022 Orthros Service @ 9:30 am; Divine Liturgy @ 10:30 am

Divine Liturgy Variables on Sunday October 16, 2022

Tone 1 / Eothinon 7; Sunday of Holy Fathers of Seventh Ecumenical Council &
Fourth Sunday of Luke
Martyr Longinos the centurion who stood at the cross of the Lord;
Gall, enlightener of Switzerland

THE DISMISSAL
Priest: May He Who r ose fr om the dead, Chr ist our tr ue God, thr ough the inter cessions
of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother, by the might of the Precious and Lifegiving Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication
of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and alllaudable apostles; of our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious
Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint George, the patron and protector of
this holy community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna, ; of the
holy and glorious Prophet Hosea; and Venerable-martyr Andrew of Crete, whose memory
we celebrate today and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is
good and loveth mankind.
Priest: Thr ough the pr ayer s of our Holy Father s, Lor d J esus Chr ist our God, have mer cy
upon us and save us.
Choir: Amen.

the Ecumenical Councils
The Church held councils to resolve issues when less formal dialogue failed to produce a consensus. Most
councils were local, although in some cases their decrees gained wide acceptance (such as the Seven
Ecumenical Councils). The first council of the Church was held by the Apostles in Jerusalem during the first
century (refer to Acts 6:1-7).
The seven General Councils of the entire Christian Church are known as the Ecumenical Councils. They
cover the period between 325-757 AD and their decisions are at the foundation of Christian doctrine
accepted by both the Eastern and Western segments of the Christian Church. The decisions of these
Ecumenical Councils were made under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, as promised by Jesus Christ to His
Apostles.
At these Ecumenical Councils many Canons, or laws governing the administration of the Church, were
composed. A detailed listing of all of these Canons is available
The Seven Ecumenical Councils:
1. Nicea I - 325, Formulated the First Part of the Creed, defining the divinity of the Son of God.
2. Constantinople I - 381, Formulated the Second Part of the Creed, defining the divinity of the Holy Spirit.
3. Ephesus - 431, Defined Christ as the Incarnate Word of God and Mary as Theotokos.
4. Chalcedon - 451, Defined Christ as Perfect God and Perfect Man in One Person.
5. Constantinople II - 553, Reconfirmed the Doctrines of the Trinity and of Christ.
6. Constantinople III - 680, Affirmed the True Humanity of Jesus by insisting upon the reality of His human
will and action.
7. Nicea II - 787, Affirmed the propriety of icons as genuine expressions of the Christian Faith.

Seventh Ecumenical Council
This Council dealt predominantly with the controversy regarding icons and their place in Orthodox worship.
It was convened in Nicea in 787 by Empress Irene at the request of Thrasios, Patriarch of Constantinople.
The Council was attended by 367 bishops.
Almost a century before this, the iconoclastic controversy had once more shaken the foundations of both
Church and State in the Byzantine empire. Excessive religious respect and the ascribed miracles to icons
by some members of society, approached the point of worship (due only to God) and idolatry. This
instigated excesses at the other extreme by which icons were completely taken out of the liturgical life of
the Church by the Iconoclasts. The Iconophilles, on the other-hand, believed that icons served to preserve
the doctrinal teachings of the Church; they considered icons to be man's dynamic way of expressing the
divine through art and beauty.

The Council decided on a doctrine by which icons should be venerated but not worshipped. In answering
the Empress' invitation to the Council, Pope Hadrian replied with a letter in which he also held the position
of extending veneration to icons but not worship, the last befitting only God.
The decree of the Council for restoring icons to churches added an important clause which still stands at
the foundation of the rationale for using and venerating icons in the Orthodox Church to this very day: "We
define that the holy icons, whether in color, mosaic, or some other material, should be exhibited in the holy
churches of God, on the sacred vessels and liturgical vestments, on the walls, furnishings, and in houses
and along the roads, namely the icons of our Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ, that of our Lady the
Theotokos, those of the venerable angels and those of all saintly people. Whenever these representations
are contemplated, they will cause those who look at them to commemorate and love their prototype. We
define also that they should be kissed and that they are an object of veneration and honour .

but not of real worship (latreia), which is reserved for Him Who is the subject of our faith and is proper
for the divine nature. The veneration accorded to an icon is in effect transmitted to the prototype; he
who venerates the icon, venerated in it the reality for which it stands".
The Council issued also 22 canons relating to administrative and disciplinary matters, condemning
Simony (ordination for payment), the election of bishops by secular authority, and the erecting of mixed
monasteries. However, and in spite of the recognition of this Council by the Pope, Charlemagne refused
to recognize it not only as Ecumenical but altogether. He disapproved of its decision for venerating the
icons, and as a result of his hostility, a synod at Frankfurt in 794 condemned the veneration of icons and
rejected the entire Council. And it was only by the end of the 9th century that the Council was recognized in the West but without its rules that were contrary to the established practices of the Roman
Church.
A Regional Synod was called in Constantinople in 843. Under Empress Theodora. The veneration of
icons was solemnly proclaimed at the St. Sophia's Cathedral. Monks and clergy came in procession and
restored the icons in their rightful place. The day was called "Triumph of Orthodoxy." Since that time,
this event is commemorated yearly with a special service on the first Sunday of Lent, the "Sunday of
Orthodoxy".

Dear Saint George Family, Beloved in Christ
Our community is fortunate to have such compassionate and loving Parishioners. Because of
your pledge and support, our Church is able to continue to serve you and to support the needy
families.
As we read in the 2 Corinthians 9:7 “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver”.
What makes us Christians is our faith being reflected by our actions in a beautiful way that
manifests our identity through our work of love.
With The Parish Council we are making every effort to reduce our expenses, to ensure our
reserve fund can be maintained for its intended purpose and the future growth and support of
our Church. We are asking anyone who is financially able, to either mail a pledge donation
check to the Church’s Office or Donate via our website Donation button.
Also please let us know if you have any hardships that the Church can help with. We will try
to support you in any way possible.
In closing, we ask for the Lord’s Protection to keep all of us safe, and to guide all of us to become His new disciples and to serve and love His people
In 1 Timothy 5, Paul describes the church not as a building but as people dedicated to doing
whatever it takes to reach out and help others. We have a responsibility to serve and help others in
need as the church. Caring for each other as well as those outside of the church is the quickest way
to see Jesus change lives. Too o en, we see a need and wait for the pastor or someone on staﬀ to
take responsibility. But that’s not the way church works.

The Great Martyr George
The holy, glorious and right-victorious Great-martyr and Trophy
-bearer George was a Christian Roman soldier killed
under Diocletian at the beginning of the fourth century. Though
he was born in Cappadocia, his mother was from Palestine, and
thus he is a particular favorite of many Palestinian Christians.
He is also the patron saint of Moscow, Georgia, and England,
amongst other places. The Church commemorates St. George on April 23, and the
translation of his relics on November 3.
According to Tradition, St. George was born to a Christian family during the late
3rd century. His father was from Cappadocia and served as an officer of the
army. His mother was from Lydda, Palestine. She returned to her native city as a
widow along with her young son after the martyrdom of St. George's father,
where she provided him with a respectable education and raised him in piety.
The youth, it would seem, followed his father's example in joining the army soon
after his coming of age. He proved to be a charismatic soldier and consequently
rose quickly through the military ranks of the time. By his late twenties he had
gained the titles of tribunus (tribune) and later comes (count). By that time St.
George had been stationed in Nicomedia as a member of the personal guard
attached to Roman Emperor Diocletian (reign 284–305).
In 303, Diocletian issued an edict authorizing the systematic persecution of
Christians across the Empire. His Caesar, Galerius, was supposedly responsible for
this decision and would continue the persecution during his own reign (305–311). It
is believed that St. George was ordered to take part in the persecution but
instead confessed to being a Christian himself and criticized the imperial decision.
An enraged Diocletian proceeded in ordering the torture of this apparent traitor
and his execution.
Then, after innumerable forms of torture, St. George was executed by
decapitation in front of Nicomedia's defensive wall on April 23, 303. The witness
of his suffering convinced Empress Alexandra and Athanasius, a pagan priest, to
also become Christians, and so they also joined St. George in martyrdom as
consequence. St. George's body was then returned to Lydda for burial, where
Christians soon came to honor St. George as a martyr.
.

