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Sunday of the Paralytic

Apostle Karpos of the Seventy; Apostle
Alphaeus and his children, Martyrs
Abercius and Helen

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are glad you are worshiping with us

Orthodox Christians must be prepared for
Holy Communion through Confession,
Fasting, Prayer and by being at peace with
others. Please seek and give forgiveness
before receiving Holy Communion. At the
conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, please join
us for coffee hour in the Parish Hall.

today. There are Service Books in the pews.

Sunday May 26, 2024
Tone 3 / Eothinon 5
Fourth Sunday of Pascha

The mission of St. George
Antiochian Orthodox Church

Is to serve God and the community
by commitment to the Gospel's
command to grow in the knowledge
of Jesus Christ through faith,
hope, and love. Tt is a parish of the
Self -Ruled Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of North
America.

The Orthodox Church follows the
faith and practice of the apostles
and disciples of Christ handed
down by the ancient Christian
fathers and twenty centuries of
Church tradition. Genuine Christian
life nurtures and stimulates our
spiritual and moral development.
The liturgical life of the Orthodox
Church has been developing over
the last 2000 years. By taking part
in the mysteries of Christ's life,
death and resurrection at the
liturgical services, the community
members are drawn fo repentance
and the gradual change of their
inner selves.

To join the community of St.
George or to find out more
information, please fill out the
Guest Book in the Narthex. We
hope this day will be spiritually
rewarding for you. Fr John will be
happy to answer any questions.
Join us in the hall after Liturgy for
our Coffee Hour and Fellowship.




Candles are offered for the Health, Safety & Spiritual Welfare of:

All of our parishioners, their family members and their friends.

The sick, shut-ins, homeless and needy

Family & Friends by George Haddad

Ragda her family and friends by Ragda Harb

George & Woody Aboumrad and their families H

Candles are offered in Beloved Memory of:

All of your beloved ones falling asleep in the Lord.

All Clergy and servants of God.

All the Victims of war and violence and diseases in the whole universe.
Archpriest Elias Ziton by Ted Ziton and Family

Michel Hayek, Michael Simone & Bob Mourad by the Hayek family
Wadia and Mary Ameen by their Family

Edward & Evelyn Haddad by Karen and Ted Ziton

Charles and Joan Haddad by their family

Joie Haddad by George Haddad and his Family

William Isaac by his Wife June Isaac

Ramona Darmour by her daughter Charmaine Darmour

PRAY for the sick, sufferings,
& .§gngthar shut-ins , needy, homeless, victims of disasters,
war and violence in the whole universe.

JAMES 5:16

"Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying, How
can this man give us His flesh to eat? So Jesus said to them,
_ Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of
N Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. He who
T e - eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will
R’},__ U raise him up on the last day”.
¢ Upl John 6:52-54

clpond] "With fear of God, faith And love draw near”,

Come to Church, Jesus loves you, we love you

In 1 Timothy 5, Paul describes the church not as a building but as people dedicated to doing whatever it takes to
reach out and help others. We have a responsibility to serve and help others in need as the church. Caring for
each other as well as those outside of the church is the quickest way to see Jesus change lives. Too often, we see
a need and wait for the pastor or someone on staff to take responsibility. But that’s not the way church works.

UPCOMING DIVINE SERVICES
Sunday June 02- 2024 Orthros Service @ 9:30 am—Divine Liturgy @ 10:30 am




Divine Liturgy Variables on Sunday, May 26, 2024
Tone 3 / Eothinon 5, Fourth Sunday of Pascha
Sunday of the Paralytic
Apostle Karpos of the Seventy; Apostle Alphlaeus and his children, Martyrs Abercius and
Helen

Today’s Liturgy Inserts

PRI QRS

The Priest begins Divine Liturgy with “Blessed is the Kingdom” and the choir responds
“Amen.” Bearing the Paschal Candle, the Priest then leads the singing of the Paschal
Apolytikion and censes the west side of the Altar Table.

Priest:
the tombs bestowing life!

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death; and upon those in

The Choir then sings this twice, and the Liturgy continues with the Great Litany.

First Antiphon

Shout with joy to God, all the earth. Sing to His
name: give glory to His praises.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O
Saviour save us.

Say to God: “How awesome are thy works.”
Let all the earth worship Thee, and sing to Thee.

Through the intercessions...

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the
Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of
ages. Amen.
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May God have mercy upon us, and bless us, and
may He cause His face to shine upon us, and have
mercy on us.

Save us, O Son of God, who art risen from the
dead, who sing unto thee, Alleluia.

That thy way may be known upon earth, thy

salvation among all nations. Let the peoples give |

thanks to Thee. O God: let all the peoples give
thanks to Thee.

Save us, O Son of God...

May God bless us. and may all the ends of the
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earth fear Him.
Save us, O Son of God...

Glory to the Father, and to the Son. and to the
Holy Spirit. Now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
Amen.

O only-begotten Son and Word of God...
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Third Antiphon

Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered,
and let those who hate Him flee from his face.

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down
death by death, and upon those in the tombs,
bestowing life.

As smoke vanishes, let them vanish; as wax
melts before the fire.
Christ is risen...

So let the sinners perish before God. but let the
righteous rejoice.

Christ is risen....

This is the day which the Lord has made: let us
rejoice and be glad in it.

Christ is risen...
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Entrance Hymn
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In the gathering places, bless ye God the Lord from the springs of Israel.
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Save us, O Son of God, Who arf risen from the dead, who sing umnfo thee. Alleluia.
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Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 3)
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His own
arm. He hath trampled down death by death, and became the first-born from the dead. He hath
delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy.




Troparioli for the Patron Saint of the Church
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Troparion of St. George the Great Martyr (Tone 4)
As deliverer of captives, and defender of the poor. healer of the infirm, champion of kings:
Victorious Great Martyr George, intercede with Christ our God for our souls” salvation.
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Kontakion of Pascha (Tone 8)
Though thou, O deathless One, didst descend into the grave, thou didst destroy the power of hell and, as
Victor, thou didst rise again, O Christ our God. Thou didst greet the ointment-bearing women, saying,

Rejoice! Thou didst bestow peace upon Thy Disciples, and resurrection upon those that are fallen.

THE TRISAGION
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Epistle of the Sunday of the Paralytic

O chant unto our God, chant ye.

Clap your hands, all ye nations!

The Reading is from the Acts of the Holy
Apostles (9:32-42)

In those days. as Peter went throughout all
regions, he came down also to the saints who
dwelt at Lydda. There he found a certain man
named Anéas, who was bedridden for eight
vears and paralyzed. And Peter said to him:
“/ZEnéas, Jesus Christ heals you: arise and make
your bed.” And immediately he arose. And all
who dwelt at Lydda and Sharon saw him. and
they turned back to the Lord.

Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named

Tabitha (which means Gazelle). She was full of

good works and of charitable deeds which she
did. And it came to pass in those days that she
fell sick and died; and when they had washed
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her, they placed her in an upper chamber. Since
Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples. hearing that
Peter was there, sent two men to him entreating
him: *Come to us without delay!™ So Peter arose
and went with them. And when he arrived. they
took him into the upper chamber. All the
widows stood by him weeping, showing the
tunics and other garments which Tabitha made
while she was with them. But Peter put them all
outside and knelt down and prayed: then turning | &
to the body. he said: “Tabitha, arise!”™ And she
opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter, she sat
up. And he gave her his hand, and raised her up.
Then he called the saints and widows and
presented her alive. And it became known
throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the
Lord.
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Gospel of the Sunday of the Paralytic

The Reading of the Holy Gospel according to
St. John (5:1-15)

At that time, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now
there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in
Hebrew called Bethzatha, which has five
porticos. In these lay a multitude of invalids,
blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of
the water: for an angel of the Lord went down at
certain seasons into the pool, and troubled the
water: whoever stepped in first after the
troubling of the water was healed of whatever
disease he had. One man was there, who had
been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw
him and knew that he had been lying there for a
long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be
healed?” The sick man answered him, “Sir, I
have no man to put me into the pool when the
water is troubled, and while I am going, another
steps down before me.” Jesus said to him, “Rise,
take up your pallet, and walk.” And at once the
man was healed, and he took up his pallet and
walked.

Now that day was the Sabbath. So the Jews said
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to the man who was cured, “It is the Sabbath, it
is not lawful for you to carry your pallet.” But he
answered them, “The man who healed me said to
me, “Take up your pallet and walk.” They asked
him, “*Who is the man who said to you, ‘Take up
your pallet, and walk?” Now the man who had
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been healed did not know who it was, for Jesus
had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the
place. Afterward, Jesus found him in the temple,
and said to him. “See, you are well! Sin no
more, that nothing worse befalls you.” The man
went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus
who had healed him.

. w(luds.:?lsﬁm‘_g_ﬁ! Lol * ialy &y
Ay Sayy *Ead gumsall G OIS 3 JFel gaen Y
ﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁuﬁgmg@tg’&ﬂ;;@
5y Syl Gl can * 540 ahes M £LaS

Al S 5 g O 35ga

(S Oalily) aly) allel dagdaasl)

ol e ald 3 el BY o anal Loadl Oy ¢ oanl Adaall 2100 LA cLdle aaial) jas 3 DU ()

Loy GY ad) eclle 3l B CoM 332 AV canal)l Alayl L il il a3
~laly A5l k) Al Ay Bally b <y oy siea

Megalynarion for Pascha (Tone 1)
The angel spake to her that is full of grace, saying. O pure Virgin. rejoice; and [ say also. Rejoice:;
for thy Son is risen from the tomb on the third day. Shine; shine, O new Jerusalem: for the glory

of the Lord hath risen upon thee. Rejoice and exult now. O Zion, and thou, O pure one, Theotokos,
rejoice at the Resurrection of thy Son.
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Koinonikon (Communion Hymn)

Receive ve the body of Christ: taste ve the Fountain of immortality. Alleluia

Instead of the usual “We have seen the true light...,” *“Christ is Risen...” is chanted (Ornce)

THE GREAT DISMISSAL

Priest: May He Who is risen from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His all-
immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by the
protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, glorious
Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of our father
among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have
now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing
Fathers; of Saint George., the patron and protector of this holy community; of the holy and righteous
ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna, and of all the saints: have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch
as He is good and loveth mankind.

Priest: Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in the tombs...

People: ...bestowing life!
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During the forty days after Pascha, the Church does not expect you to
fast until afier the Feast of the Ascension even on Wednesdays

and Fridays.

"If we expect our children and grandchildren to grow into adulthood as Practicing
Orthodox Christians.

We must give daily witness to the importance of our faith in our everyday life. If we
are lax in our fasting, church attendance, and piety, our children will see by our lack
of seriousness a faith that will mean nothing to them. If they do not see us keeping a

prayer rule, they will not have prayer as a part of their lives. If they do not see us
putting the divine services before entertainment, they will abandon Orthodoxy, once
they’ve left the nest."

Abbot Tryphon
WEAK pEOPLE YOU CAN'T START
REVENGE. TRE NEXT CHAPTER RSk &) L ik .
STRONG pEoOPLE OF YOUR LIFE others because
FORGIVE. IF YOU KEEP
INTELLIGENT pEOPLE RE-READING God forgave us.
IGNORE, [HE [AST ONE

How to Kill A Church

Want to kill your Church. Let us give you a helping hand:

g]lc\lodma'lr'rer what proposition comes up, object. There must be something wrong with it;

:find it

: ou do get to church, be sure to leave before the service ends. Make this a habit.
?l se to hold an office. Think how little time you have left for yourself.

§Take no care of church property. Mess up the building.

: 6o places on Sunday. Go anywhere except to church.

:Don't give. What does the church need money for anyhow?

:Don't visit. That's what the priest is hired to do.

i Tell your friends how disappointed you are in the attendance, what they are doing. Keep

i them discouraged.

: Make no pr‘eﬁam‘rions for your church responsibilities.

: Talk about the priest, adversely, that is. Repeat to others.

"But the fruit of the Spirit is Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness
Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self-Control.” Galatians 5:22
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Thoughts on the Fullness of Life, Part One

By Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

In man, in every human being, there is an inner longing towards that which is
perfect, but often, he is not aware of what that is. Man longs for fulfillment. He has
an insatiable desire to get rich from everything. He wants to grow and increase in
everything he loves, or in everything he believes is useful or necessary to him. He
is never satisfied with anything in this world. You see him always striving, with all
his energy and ability, for what is more plentiful and more abundant, but his desire
is never quenched or satisfied. He considers the quest to be his salvation, the
source of the joy and reassurance for which he longs.

He considers money to be his savior, so he strives, collects, and accumulates, never
reaching the point of satisfaction with what he has obtained, but rather his greed
increases. He aspires to high positions, searching for proof of existence and self-
realization there. This may begin as a service to others and end up being self-
serving. He is captivated by the love of power; power is tempting, whether it is in
the realm of the family, administration, or church. The love of power infiltrates the
most sacred places and situations. A person sees it as self-protection and
satisfaction of ego without limits. He sees the desires of life as the meaning of his
existence. He kisses her passionately, until she possesses him and enslaves him. He
moves through it from one stage to another, until he discovers that he has spent
his life chasing dreams that gave him no comfort.

Man fears death. This is his biggest problem. He is familiar with life, but he fears
death because he does not know what it is. What man does not know is his enemy.
He runs away from it, avoids it, circumvents it, does not want to confront it, or even
remember that it is coming. For him, he no longer sees anything other than the
present life as the way to search for the truth, or to absorb what he imagines is the
truth. The idea of immortality has accompanied man in all times and civilizations,
and still does. Despite his discovery that this earthly life is unfulfilling for him, he
does not want to replace it with what he does not know.

How can this limited and mortal man have this longing for the limitless and the
immortal? How can he dream of immortality when he does not see an immortal
being around him, when even modern scientific theories claim the very universe is
not eternal? Why does it hurt him when someone else gets what he wants, making



him envious, hateful, and desperate, possessed by an inferiority complex? Why
does he want fullness in everything, when there is nothing in front of him and
around him except deficiency, defect, and corruption?

He longs for a better life, thinking it is about this thing or something else, but he
soon discovers that he was wrong, and disappointment strikes him.
Disappointment is characteristic of the modern man. He begins his youth with great
enthusiasm, high ideals, and an amazing energy for change, only to discover after
a number of years that he was too dreamy, and reality is full of disappointments.
Even if he has reached sublimity in human thought, he still hopes he will do what is
within his power. Most people will settle for small victories while losing hope of the
possibility of changing the world.

Christianity interprets all of this as a yearning for the divine image within us to
return to its origin. Human beings are created in God's image (which we need to
constantly to purify from our attachments to sinful passions). Human beings are
also called to grow in His image until they reach the fullness that satisfies the soul.
They are inherently drawn to their unlimited, infinite, and eternal Creator. In this
pursuit, humans would find the sea insufficient, even if they were to drink it all. As
long as they haven't discovered within themselves the original image of their
Creator, unblemished by sin and corruption that befell it through their fall from
their original paradise, they will keep seeking this origin in every other thing, field
or path.
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Dear Saint George Family, Beloved in Christ
Christ is Risen, Truly He is Risen.

Our community is fortunate to have such compassionate and loving Parishioners.
Because of your pledge and support, our Church is able to continue to serve you

and to support the needy families. As we read in the 2 Corinthians 9:7 Each one
must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion,

for God loves a cheerful giver”. -

What makes us Christians is our faith being reflected by our actions in a beautiful
way that manifests our identity through our work of love.

With The Parish Council we are making every effort to reduce our expenses, to ensure our reserve fund
can be maintained for its intended purpose and the future growth and support of our Church. We are
asking anyone who is financially able, to either mail a pledge donation check to the Church’s Office or
Donate via our website Donation button.

Also please let us know if you have any hardships that the Church can help with. We will try to support
you in any way possible.

In closing, we ask for the Lord’s Protection to keep all of us safe, and to guide all of us to become His
new disciples and to serve and love His people

God is the source of all our wealth. /s in the Bible, Deuteronomy 8:18, NKJV. “And you shall
remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth, that He may establish
His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day.

God says we rob Him if we don’t give tithe and offerings. /s in the Bible, Malachi 3:8, NKJV. Will
a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, ¢ In what way have we robbed You?’ In tithes
and offerings.

Do I tithe when in debt? We should pay what we owe to God first, and God will help us take care of
our debts./t’s in the Bible, Psalm 50:14-15, NKJV. “Offer to God thanksgiving, and pay your vows to
the Most High. Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.”

What if I can’t afford to pay tithe? God promises to richly bless us if we are faithful in tithes and
offerings. /t’s in the Bible, Malachi 3:10, NKJV. Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may
be food in My house, and try Me now in this,” says the LORD of hosts, “ If I will not open for you the
windows of heaven and pour out for you such blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it.

God asks us to give voluntary offerings for His work—in addition to the tithe. /¢’s in the Bible,
Psalm 96:8, NKJV. “Give to the LORD the glory due His name; bring an offering, and come into His
courts.

We should give to God’s work willingly. /¢’s in the Bible, 2 Corinthians 9:7, “So let each one give as
he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver..”

You can’t out-give God. /¢’s in the Bible, Luke 6:38, NKJV. “Give, and it will be given to you: good
measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into your bosom. For with the
same measure that you use, it will be measured back to you.”




The Sundays of the Paschal Season
Christ is Risen! Truly He is Risen!

Until the Feast of the Ascension, the Church lives in what is called the “Paschal Season.”
Themes of the resurrection abound in our liturgical life during this time. The most obvious
example is the singing of “Christ is risen" at every service. Until the Feast of All Saints, one
week after Pentecost, the Church relies upon the liturgical book called
the Pentekostarion (the liturgical book which has been in use since the Resurrection service).

Sunday of St. Thomas (John 20:19-31)

In this event, Thomas who did not see the Risen Christ immediately after the Resurrection
because he was not with the disciples those days, meets the Lord face to face. Thomas, when
he sees and almost touches the Lord, provides an “independent verification” of the resurrec-
tion. Thomas represents anyone, in other words ourselves, who was “not with the disciples” in
those first days, and reminds us that we too can witness the Risen Lord. The words of Christ,
“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe” are directed at us as much as they are
St. Thomas.

Sunday of the Myrrh-bearers (Mark: 15-43-47; 16:1-8)

This story repeats the events of the Resurrection of the Lord. In the first century AD, women
were not considered credible persons; they could not give testimony in any legal proceeding.
However, the story raises the status of women, because it is their experience of the Risen
Christ and the empty tomb that is the basis of the Good News. Their powerful question when
they approach the tomb, “Who will roll away the stone for us?” is answered by the Lord
himself through the resurrection, which has pushed the stone away.

Sunday of the Paralytic (John 5:1-15)

This story, happening in the ministry of Christ, shows that Christ offers healing, far more
powerfully than a pool of water. The Paschal season was associated with the mystagogical
education of the newly baptized (they had been baptized at the Paschal vigil). Mystagogy
refers to the educational process of explaining what took place in the mystery of the
sacrament. Thus, the story of the Paralytic and all the weeks of the Paschal season become a
reflection on the mystery of baptism.

Sunday Samaritan Woman (John 4:5-42)

Tradition identifies the Samaritan woman at the well as Photeine (notice how the name
refers to enlightenment). Again we see the connection to baptism — enlightenment taking
place at the pool of water. Also, because she is a Samaritan, we see the universality of the
Gospel; through baptism anyone can become a follower of Christ and member of the Church.

Sunday of the Blind Man (John 9:1-38)

The blind man washes in the pool of Siloam, is given sight, and sees the Lord. This miracle
also becomes a baptismal image, showing that through the waters of baptism one’s blindness
is removed permitting the newly baptized to see the Lord.

Ascension always takes place on a Thursday, forty days after the Resurrection.

Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council (John 17:1-13)



On this Sunday we remember the historic event of the First Ecumenical Council, held in
Nicaea in 325 AD. This council clarified the teaching about Christ, which we recite in the
Creed, that Christ is homoousios with the Father. This reminds us that what we call
“apostolic succession” is greater than a linear genealogy of bishops, but that the bishops of
the Church down to us today preserve the apostolic message of the resurrection of Christ,
that He is the Son of God.

Pentecost (John 7:37-52).

On this Sunday, the Epistle reading recalls the events of the Pentecost, when the Holy
Spirit filled the Apostles, who began to preach the message that Jesus of Nazareth is the
Son of God and that He rose from the dead. Because upon hearing this message, 3000 people
asked to be baptized and become followers of Christ, we say the Church is born. Pentecost is
the fiftieth day after the Resurrection.

All Saints (Matthew10:32-33, 37-38, 19:27-30)

The Pentekostarion closes with the Feast of All Saints, the day that celebrates all known
and unknown saints of the Church. Everyone can celebrate his or her Name Day today! And
for anyone who does not know when their Name Day is celebrated or does not know if they
are even named after a saint, today is their day to celebrate. This day also teaches that all
who call themselves Christians and belong to the Church are, through the power of the Holy
Spirit, capable of leading Christ-like lives

Anton C. Vrame, Ph.D. Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

Too often individuals get sidetracked in their journey to the
Kingdom of God. Too often individuals become complacent or tired or lazy and
yield to a lessening of fervor for Christ.

Christ suffered and died for us. Zeal for Christ should exist from
the time we are convinced of His death for us until such time as our death.
We can never repay Christ for what He did and continues to do for us.

At most we can be appreciative to Christ and show this
appreciation by living responsibly as Christians.

The world is full of material distractions and temptations. The world is full of
immorality and diversions. The fervor of baptism or conversion or following Holy Confes-
sion can easily be undone if the believer is undisciplined.

It is interesting the way individuals follow the orders of physician or having their
children follow the rules established by athletic coaches but when it comes to adhering to
the rules of the Church, they are ignored.

Athletic coaches or entertainment instructors can require lengthy
practice sessions and vigorous physical exercise, possible even adhering to
certain diets.

When a priest suggests attendance at a weekday service or observing the
rules of fasting, the words more often than not land on deaf ears.




The Great Martyr George

The holy, glorious and right-victorious Great-martyr and Trophy
-bearer George was a Christian Roman soldier killed
under Diocletian at the beginning of the fourth century. Though
he was born in Cappadocia, his mother was from Palestine, and
thus he is a particular favorite of many Palestinian Christians.
He is also the patron saint of Moscow, Georgia, and England,
amongst other places. The Church commemorates St. George on April 23, and the
translation of his relics on November 3.

According to Tradition, St. George was born to a Christian family during the late
3rd century. His father was from Cappadocia and served as an officer of the
army. His mother was from Lydda, Palestine. She returned to her native city as a
widow along with her young son after the martyrdom of St. George's father,
where she provided him with a respectable education and raised him in piety.

The youth, it would seem, followed his father's example in joining the army soon
after his coming of age. He proved to be a charismatic soldier and consequently
rose quickly through the military ranks of the time. By his late twenties he had
gained the titles of tribunus (tribune) and later comes (count). By that time St.
George had been stationed in Nicomedia as a member of the personal guard
attached to Roman Emperor Diocletian (reign 284-305).

In 303, Diocletian issued an edict authorizing the systematic persecution of
Christians across the Empire. His Caesar, Galerius, was supposedly responsible for
this decision and would continue the persecution during his own reign (305-311). It
is believed that St. George was ordered to take part in the persecution but
instead confessed to being a Christian himself and criticized the imperial decision.
An enraged Diocletian proceeded in ordering the torture of this apparent traitor
and his execution.

Then, affer innumerable forms of torture, St. George was executed by
decapitation in front of Nicomedia's defensive wall on April 23, 303. The witness
of his suffering convinced Empress Alexandra and Athanasius, a pagan priest, to
also become Christians, and so they also joined St. George in martyrdom as
consequence. St. George's body was then returned to Lydda for burial, where
Christians soon came to honor St. George as a martyr.




