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The mission of St. George 

Antiochian Orthodox Church  
 

Is to serve God and the community 

by commitment to the Gospel’s 

command to grow in the knowledge 

of Jesus Christ through faith, 

hope, and love. It is a parish of the 

Self –Ruled Antiochian Orthodox 

Christian Archdiocese of North 

America.   

The Orthodox Church follows the 

faith and practice of the apostles 

and disciples of Christ handed 

down by the ancient Christian 

fathers and twenty centuries of 

Church tradition. Genuine Christian 

life nurtures and stimulates our 

spiritual and moral development. 

The liturgical life of the Orthodox 

Church has been developing over 

the last 2000 years. By taking part 

in the mysteries of Christ’s life, 

death and resurrection at the 

liturgical services, the community 

members are drawn to repentance 

and the gradual change of their 

inner selves. 

To join the community of St. 

George or to find out more 

information, please fill out the 

Guest Book in the Narthex.  We 

hope this day will be spiritually 

rewarding for you.  Fr John will be 

happy to answer any questions.  

Join us in the hall after Liturgy for 

our Coffee Hour and Fellowship. 

 

His Eminence Metropolitan SABA, 
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan 

of all North America  

 

His Grace Bishop Anthony, Auxiliary 
Bishop of the Diocese of The Midwest 

 
 

V. Rev Father John Ojaimi, Pastor 
Archdeacon Yarid Sahley 

Office: (216) 781-9020  

Pastor's Cellular: (440) 665-6724 

www.stgeorgecleveland.com                                                 

Pastor’s E-Mail: frjojaimi@msn.com                                                                                                                             

Sunday June 16, 2024 
 

Tone 6 / Eothinon 10 
 

Sunday of the After-feast of the  
Ascension 

Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of 
the First Ecumenical Council 

Tikhon the wonderworker, bishop of 
Amathos in Cyprus; Venerable Tikhon of 

Kaluga; 
Venerable Tikhon of Lukh  

 

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS 
We are glad you are worshiping with us   

today. There are Service Books in the pews. 

Orthodox Christians must be prepared for 

Holy Communion through Confession,     

Fasting, Prayer and by   being at peace with 

others. Please seek and give forgiveness    

before receiving Holy Communion. At the 

conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, please join 

us for coffee hour in the Parish Hall. 



 

Candles are offered for the Health, Safety & Spiritual Welfare of:  
All of our parishioners, their family members and their friends.  
The sick, shut-ins, homeless and needy  
Family & Friends by George Haddad 
Henry Habeeb and all the Fathers and Godfathers by Barbara Aboid 
 

Candles are offered in Beloved Memory of: 
All of your beloved ones falling asleep in the Lord. 
All Clergy and servants of God. 
All the Victims of war and violence and diseases in the whole universe. 
Michel Hayek, Michael Simone & Bob Mourad by the Hayek family 
Wadia and Mary Ameen by their  Family 
Edward & Evelyn Haddad by Karen and Ted Ziton 
Charles and Joan Haddad by their   family 
Joie Haddad by George Haddad and his Family 
William Isaac by his Wife June Isaac 
Ramona Darmour by her  daughter  Charmaine Darmour 
Philip Aboid by Barbara Aboid 
Frank, Joe, Jack and all the Fathers by William Tegreene 

UPCOMING DIVINE SERVICES 
Sunday June 23 – 2024 Orthros Service @ 9:30 am—Divine Liturgy @ 10:30 am 

Great Vespers on the Sunday Evening of Pentecost With the Kneeling Prayers  

 Immediately following the Divine Liturgy  

for the sick, sufferings,  
shut-ins , needy, homeless, victims of disasters, war 

and violence in the whole universe. 

In 1 Timothy 5, Paul describes the church not as a building but as people dedicated to doing whatever 
it takes to reach out and help others. We have a responsibility to serve and help others in need as the 
church. Caring for each other as well as those outside of the church is the quickest way to see Jesus 
change lives. Too o�en, we see a need and wait for the pastor or someone on staff to take                 
responsibility. But that’s not the way church works.  

“Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying, How 
can this man give us His flesh to eat? So Jesus said to them, 
Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of 
Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. He who 

eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will 
raise him up on the last day”.  
 John 6:52-54 

  “With fear of God, faith And love draw near”. 
Come to Church, Jesus loves you, we love you  



Divine Liturgy Variables on Sunday, June 16, 2024 
Tone 6/ Eothinon 10,  Sunday of the After-feast of the Ascension 
Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council 

Tikhon the wonderworker, bishop of Amathos in Cyprus; Venerable Tikhon of Kaluga; 
Venerable Tikhon of Lukh  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 









THE GREAT DISMISSAL 
Priest:  May He Who ascended in glory into Heaven, and sat at the right hand of God the      
Father, and rose from the dead, through the intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-
blameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by the protection 
of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, glorious 
Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of our 
father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, whose Divine       
Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our  
venerable and God-bearing Fathers —especially the 318 of the First Ecumenical Council in    
Nicaea whom we commemorate today— of Saint George., the patron and protector of this 
holy community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna, and of all the 
saints: have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind. 
 
Priest:  Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon 

us and save us.  
 People: Amen 

The Sundays after The Ascension 

Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council (John 17:1-13) 

On this Sunday we remember the historic event of the First Ecumenical Council, held in  
Nicaea in 325 AD. This council clarified the teaching about Christ, which we recite in the 
Creed, that Christ is homoousios with the Father. This reminds us that what we call 
“apostolic succession” is greater than a linear genealogy of bishops, but that the bishops of 
the Church down to us today preserve the apostolic message of the resurrection of Christ, 
that He is the Son of God. 

 Pentecost (John 7:37-52). 

On this Sunday, the Epistle reading recalls the events of the Pentecost, when the Holy    
Spirit filled the Apostles, who began to preach the message that Jesus of Nazareth is the 
Son of God and that He rose from the dead. Because upon hearing this message, 3000 peo-
ple asked to be baptized and become followers of Christ, we say the Church is born. Pente-
cost is the fiftieth day after the Resurrection. 

 All Saints (Matthew10:32-33, 37-38, 19:27-30) 

The Pentekostarion closes with the Feast of All Saints, the day that celebrates all known 
and unknown saints of the Church. Everyone can celebrate his or her Name Day today! 
And for anyone who does not know when their Name Day is celebrated or does not know if 
they are even named after a saint, today is their day to celebrate. This day also teaches 
that all who call themselves Christians and belong to the Church are, through the power of 
the Holy Spirit, capable of leading Christ-like lives   



Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council 

On the seventh Sunday of Pascha, we commemorate the holy God-bearing Fathers of the First Ecumenical 
Council. 

The Commemoration of the First Ecumenical Council has been celebrated by the Church of Christ from  
ancient times. The Lord Jesus Christ left the Church a great promise, “I will build My Church, and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it” (Mt. 16:18). Although the Church of Christ on earth will pass through 
difficult struggles with the Enemy of salvation, it will emerge victorious. The holy martyrs bore witness to 
the truth of the Savior’s words, enduring suffering and death for confessing Christ, but the persecutor’s 
sword is shattered by the Cross of Christ. 

Persecution of Christians ceased during the fourth century, but heresies arose within the Church itself. One 
of the most pernicious of these heresies was Arianism. Arius, a priest of Alexandria, was a man of  immense 
pride and ambition. In denying the divine nature of Jesus Christ and His equality with God the Father, Arius 
falsely taught that the Savior is not consubstantial with the Father, but is only a created being. 

A local Council, convened with Patriarch Alexander of Alexandria presiding, condemned the false teachings 
of Arius. However, Arius would not submit to the authority of the Church. He wrote to many bishops,      
denouncing the decrees of the local Council. He spread his false teaching throughout the East, receiving  
support from certain Eastern bishops. 

Investigating these dissentions, the holy emperor Constantine (May 21) consulted Bishop Hosius of Cordova 
(Aug. 27), who assured him that the heresy of Arius was directed against the most fundamental dogma of 
Christ’s Church, and so he decided to convene an Ecumenical Council. In the year 325, 318 bishops         
representing Christian Churches from various lands gathered together at Nicea. 

Among the assembled bishops were many confessors who had suffered during the persecutions, and who 
bore the marks of torture upon their bodies. Also participating in the Council were several great luminaries 
of the Church: Saint Nicholas, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia (December 6 and May 9), Saint Spyridon,  
Bishop of Tremithos (December 12), and others venerated by the Church as holy Fathers. 

With Patriarch Alexander of Alexandria came his deacon, Athanasius [who later became Patriarch of       
Alexandria (May 2 and January 18)]. He is called “the Great,” for he was a zealous champion for the  purity 
of Orthodoxy. In the Sixth Ode of the Canon for today’s Feast, he is referred to as “the thirteenth Apostle.” 

The emperor Constantine presided over the sessions of the Council. In his speech, responding to the        
welcome by Bishop Eusebius of Caesarea, he said, “God has helped me cast down the impious might of the 
persecutors, but more distressful for me than any blood spilled in battle is for a soldier, is the internal strife 
in the Church of God, for it is more ruinous.” 

Arius, with seventeen bishops among his supporters, remained arrogant, but his teaching was repudiated and 
he was excommunicated from the Church. In his speech, the holy deacon Athanasius conclusively  refuted 
the blasphemous opinions of Arius. The heresiarch Arius is depicted in iconography sitting on  Satan’s 
knees, or in the mouth of the Beast of the Deep (Rev. 13). 

The Fathers of the Council declined to accept a Symbol of Faith (Creed) proposed by the Arians. Instead, 
they affirmed the Orthodox Symbol of Faith. Saint Constantine asked the Council to insert into the text of 
the Symbol of Faith the word “consubstantial,” which he had heard in the speeches of the bishops. The    
Fathers of the Council unanimously accepted this suggestion. 

In the Nicean Creed, the holy Fathers set forth and confirmed the Apostolic teachings about Christ’s  divine 
nature. The heresy of Arius was exposed and repudiated as an error of haughty reason. After   resolving this 
chief dogmatic question, the Council also issued Twelve Canons on questions of churchly administration 
and discipline. Also decided was the date for the celebration of Holy Pascha. By decision of the Council, 
Holy Pascha should not be celebrated by Christians on the same day with the Jewish  Passover, but on the 
first Sunday after the first full moon of the vernal equinox . 





 
 Too often individuals get sidetracked in their journey to the 

Kingdom of God. Too often individuals become complacent or tired or lazy and 
yield to a lessening of fervor for Christ. 

 
        Christ suffered and died for us. Zeal for Christ should exist from 

the time we are convinced of His death for us until such time as our death. 
We can never repay Christ for what He did and continues to do for us. 

 
        At most we can be appreciative to Christ and show this 

appreciation by living responsibly as Christians. 
 

        The world is full of material distractions and temptations. The world is full of        
immorality and diversions. The fervor of baptism or conversion or following Holy Confes-

sion can easily be undone if the believer is undisciplined. 
 

        It is interesting the way individuals follow the orders of physician or having their 
children follow the rules established by athletic coaches but when it comes to adhering to 

the rules of the Church, they are ignored. 
 

        Athletic coaches or entertainment instructors can require lengthy 
practice sessions and vigorous physical exercise, possible even adhering to 

certain diets. 
 

When a priest suggests attendance at a weekday service or observing the 
rules of fasting, the words more often than not land on deaf ears. 



 The Great Martyr George 
 

The holy, glorious and right-victorious Great-martyr and Trophy

-bearer George was a Christian Roman soldier killed                

under Diocletian at the beginning of the fourth century. Though 

he was born in Cappadocia, his mother was from Palestine, and 

thus he is a particular favorite of many Palestinian Christians. 

He is also the patron saint of Moscow, Georgia, and England, 

amongst other places. The Church commemorates St. George on April 23, and the      

translation of his relics on November 3.  

 

According to Tradition, St. George was born to a Christian family during the late 

3rd century. His father was from Cappadocia and served as an officer of the          

army. His mother was from Lydda, Palestine. She returned to her native city as a 

widow along with her young son after the martyrdom of St. George's father, 

where she provided him with a respectable education and raised him in piety. 
 

The youth, it would seem, followed his father's example in joining the army soon    

after his coming of age. He proved to be a charismatic soldier and consequently 

rose quickly through the military ranks of the time. By his late twenties he had 

gained the titles of tribunus (tribune) and later comes (count). By that time St. 

George had been stationed in Nicomedia as a member of the personal guard      

attached to Roman Emperor Diocletian (reign 284–305). 
 

In 303, Diocletian issued an edict authorizing the systematic persecution of    

Christians across the Empire. His Caesar, Galerius, was supposedly responsible for 

this decision and would continue the persecution during his own reign (305–311). It 

is  believed that St. George was ordered to take part in the persecution but     

instead confessed to being a Christian himself and criticized the imperial decision. 

An enraged Diocletian proceeded in ordering the torture of this apparent traitor 

and his execution. 

Then, after innumerable forms of torture, St. George was executed by          

decapitation in front of Nicomedia's defensive wall on April 23, 303. The witness 

of his suffering convinced Empress Alexandra and Athanasius, a pagan priest, to  

also become Christians, and so they also joined St. George in martyrdom as         

consequence. St. George's body was then returned to Lydda for burial, where      

Christians soon came to honor St. George as a martyr. 

. 


