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WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS
We are glad you are worshiping with us

today. There are Service Books in the pews.
Orthodox Christians must be prepared for
Holy Communion through Confession,
Fasting, Prayer and by being at peace with
others. Please seek and give forgiveness
before receiving Holy Communion. At the
conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, please join
us for coffee hour in the Parish Hall.

The Fiftieth Day after Pascha
The Great Feast of Pentecost
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The mission of St. George
Antiochian Orthodox Church

Is to serve God and the community
by commitment to the Gospel's
command to grow in the knowledge
of Jesus Christ through faith,
hope, and love. Tt is a parish of the
Self -Ruled Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of North
America.

The Orthodox Church follows the
faith and practice of the apostles
and disciples of Christ handed
down by the ancient Christian
fathers and twenty centuries of
Church tradition. Genuine Christian
life nurtures and stimulates our
spiritual and moral development.
The liturgical life of the Orthodox
Church has been developing over
the last 2000 years. By taking part
in the mysteries of Christ's life,
death and resurrection at the
liturgical services, the community
members are drawn fo repentance
and the gradual change of their
inner selves.

To join the community of St.
George or to find out more
information, please fill out the
Guest Book in the Narthex. We
hope this day will be spiritually
rewarding for you. Fr John will be
happy to answer any questions.
Join us in the hall after Liturgy for
our Coffee Hour and Fellowship.




Bread of Oblation, Trisagion Service and Wheat are offered in memory of Minerva
Rouhana by her Daughters Cathy Massey, Lina Richani, Rose Rice and their
families and by Bassam and Camilia Saliba

Candles are offered for the Health, Safety & Spiritual Welfare of:

All of our parishioners, their family members and their friends.
The sick, shut-ins, homeless and needy

Family & Friends by George Haddad

Michele her family and friends by Michele Lakis

Candles are offered in Beloved Memory of:

All of your beloved ones falling asleep in the Lord.

All Clergy and servants of God.

All the Victims of war and violence and diseases in the whole universe.
Michel Hayek, Michael Simone & Bob Mourad by the Hayek family
Wadia and Mary Ameen by their Family

Edward & Evelyn Haddad by Karen and Ted Ziton

Charles and Joan Haddad by their family

Joie Haddad by George Haddad and his Family

William Isaac by his Wife June Isaac

Ramona Darmour by her daughter Charmaine Darmour

Michael T. George by Dr. Philip DeMio and family

Alice and George Lakis by Michele Lakis

/-

Kire Up!
Rerpondy John 6:52-54
pond] ; .
"With fear of God, faith And love draw near”.
Come to Church, Jesus loves you, we love you

PRAY for the sick, sufferings,
égﬂgthar shut-ins , needy, homeless, victims of disasters,
L war and violence in the whole universe.

"Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying, How

can this man give us His flesh to eat? So Jesus said to them,

Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of
Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. He
who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I
will raise him up on the last day”.

In 1 Timothy 5, Paul describes the church not as a building but as people dedicated to doing whatever
it takes to reach out and help others. We have a responsibility to serve and help others in need as the
church. Caring for each other as well as those outside of the church is the quickest way to see Jesus
change lives. Too often, we see a need and wait for the pastor or someone on staff to take
responsibility. But that’s not the way church works.

UPCOMING DIVINE SERVICES

Sunday June 30 - 2024 Orthros Service @ 9:30 am—Divine Liturgy @ 10:30 am




Divine Liturgy

Variables on Sunday, June 23, 2024

The Fiftieth Day after Pascha; The Great Feast of Pentecost

Today’s Liturgy Inserts
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First Antiphon

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the
firmament proclaimeth the work of His hands. Day
unto day poureth forth speech, and night unto night
proclaimeth knowledge.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O
Savior, save us.

There are neither tongues nor words in which their
voices are not heard. Their sound hath gone forth into
all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the
world.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O
Savior, save us.

Glory... Both now...

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O
 Savior, save us.
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Second Antiphon

The Lord hear thee in the day of affliction; the Name
of the God of Jacob defend thee. Let Him send forth
unto thee help from His sanctuary. and out of Zion let
Him help thee.

Save us, O_Good Comforter, who sing to Thee.
Alleluia.

Let Him remember every sacrifice of thine, and thy
whole-burnt offering let Him fatten. The Lord grant
thee according to thy heart. and fulfill all thy
purposes.

Save us, O_Good Comforter, who sing to Thee.
Alleluia.

Glory... Save us, O Good Comforter... Alleluia.

Both now and ever...
0O, only begotten Son and Word of God...
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Third Antiphon

O Lord, in Thy strength the king shall be glad,
and in Thy salvation shall he rejoice
exceedingly. The desire of his heart hast Thou
granted unto him, and hast not denied him the
request of his lips. Thou wentest before him
with blessings of goodness, Thou hast set upon
his head a crown of precious stones. He asked
life of Thee. and Thou gavest him length of days
unto ages of ages.
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Troparion of Pentecost (Tone 8) L L A T e
Blessed art thou, O Christ our God. who hast (UA ) - )
revealed the fishermen as most wise, having | Gpaluall Eiielal e b . Ugl) el el el &yl
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Entrance Hymn

Be thou exalted, O Lord, in thine own strength. We will sing and praise thy
= powers. Save us. O Good Comforter, as we sing to thee, Alleluia..
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Troparion of Pentecost (Tone 8)
Blessed art Thou, O Christ our God, Who hast revealed the fishermen as most wise, having sent
upon them the Holy Spirit, and through them Thou hast fished the universe, O Lover of mankind,
glory to Thee.
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Kontakion of Pentecost (Tone 8)
When the high One descended, confusing tongues, he divided the nations. And when he
distributed the fiery tongues he called all to one unity. Wherefore. in unison we glorify the most
Holy Spirit.
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Instead of the Trisagion Hymn: (*Holy God™), the following is sung:
“As many as have been Baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. Alleluia
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Epistle of Pentecost

Their voice has gone out into all the earth. FUATIOS A Ua SIS <)
The heavens declare the glory of God.

*The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. . . ) .
(2:1-11)* (2:1-11) ek Gaawad) Jail) Jlas) (o Juad

When the day of Pentecost had come, the
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Disciples were all together in one place. And
suddenly a sound came from heaven like the
rush of a mighty wind. and it filled all the house
where they were sitting. And there appeared to
them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting
on each one of them. And they were all filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. Now
there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout
men from every nation under heaven. And at
this sound the multitude came together, and they
were bewildered, because each one heard them
speaking in his own language. And they were
amazed and wondered, saying, “Are not all
these who are speaking Galileans? And how is
it that we hear, each of us in his own native
language? Parthians and Medes and Elamites
and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome,
both Jews and proselytes. Cretans and Arabians,
we hear them telling in our own tongues the
mighty works of God.™
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Gospel of Pentecost

*The Reading from the Holy
according to St. John. (7:37-52; 8:12)*

On the last day of the feast, the great day. Jesus
stood up and proclaimed, “If anyone thirsts, let
him come to Me and drink. He who believes in
Me. as the Scripture has said. *Out of his belly
shall flow rivers of living water.” Now this He
said about the Spirit, which those who believed
in Him were to receive: for as yet the Spirit had
not been given, because Jesus was not yet
glorified. When they heard these words, many
of the people said, “This is really the prophet.”
Others said, “This is the Christ.” But some said,
“Is the Christ to come from Galilee? Has not
the Scripture said that the Christ is descended

Gospel
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from David, and comes from Bethlehem, the
village where David was?” So there was a
division among the people over Him. Some of
them wanted to arrest Him, but no one laid
hands on Him. The officers then went back to
the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to
them, “Why did you not bring Him?” The
officers answered, “No man ever spoke like this
man!” The Pharisees answered them, “Are you
led astray, you also? Have any of the authorities
or the Pharisees believed in Him? But this
crowd, who do not know the Law, are
accursed.” Nicodemus, who had gone to Him
before, and who was one of them, said to them,
“Does our Law judge a man without first giving
him a hearing and learning what he does?”
They replied, “Are you from Galilee too?
Search and you will see that no prophet is to rise
from Galilee.” Again Jesus spoke to them,
saying, “I am the light of the world; he who
follows Me will not walk in darkness, but will
have the light of life.”
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The Megalynarion: The Ninth Ode of the Katavasia of Pentecost (Tone 7)
O Mother that hath known no man, thou didst conceive, not experiencing corruption, lending a body to the

Word, the Creator of all, becoming a receptacle to thine insupportable Creator, a dwelling-place to thine
incomprehensible Maker. Wherefore, O Virgin Theotokos, thee do we magnify.
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Koinonikon (Communion Hymn): Thy good Spirit shall lead me into the right land. Alleluia.
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Instead of “We have seen the true light, etc,” the following is sung:

Troparion of Pentecost (Tone 8) -as above- “Blessed art thou, O Christ our God...”




THE GREAT DISMISSAL

Priest: May He Who poured out the grace of the All-holy Spirit from Heaven upon His
holy disciples and apostles in the form of fiery tongues for our salvation, Christ our true
God, through the intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the
might of the Precious and Life-giving Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless
Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and
Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable apostles; of our father among the saints,
John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople, whose Divine Liturgy we have now
celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious Martyrs; of our venerable and God-
bearing Fathers, of Saint George, the patron and protector of this holy community; of the holy
and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna; and of all the saints: have mercy on us
and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind.

Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon
us and save us.

Choir: Amen.

The Kneeling Service for the Sunday of Pentecost will take
place immediately after the Divine Liturgy!
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Dear Saint George Family, Beloved in Christ

Our community is fortunate to have such compassionate and loving Parishioners. Because of
your pledge and support, our Church is able to continue to serve you and to support the needy
families. As we read in the 2 Corinthians 9:7 Each one must give as he has decided in his
heart, not reluctantly or under =~ compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver”.

What makes us Christians is our faith being reflected by our actions in a beautiful way that
manifests our identity through our work of love.

With The Parish Council we are making every effort to reduce our expenses, to ensure our re-

serve fund can be maintained for its intended purpose and the future growth and support of our
Church. We are asking anyone who is financially able, to either mail a pledge donation check
to the Church’s Office or Donate via our website Donation button.

Y

: , Givefrom\" &
Also please let us know if you have any hardships that the Church can help your heas
with. We will try to support you in any way possible. for God loves

In closing, we ask for the Lord’s Protection to keep all of us safe, and to “chest
guide all of us to become His new disciples and to serve and love His P
people

2 Covinthians 9:7



KNEELING SERVICE FOR THE GREAT FEAST OF PENTECOST
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(For use after Sunday Liturgy)

The Litany of Peace

DEACON: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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CHOIR: Lord, have mercy. (After all petitions)
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DEACON: For the peace from above, and for the salvation of
our souls, let us pray to the Lord.
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DEACON: For the peace of the whole world; for the good
estate of the holy churches of God, and for the union of all men,
let us pray to the Lord.
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DEACON: For the people here present who await the grace of
the Holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord.
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DEACON: For those that bow their hearts and their knees
before the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
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DEACON: That the Lord may strengthen us unto the
attainment of a good and acceptable end, let us pray to the Lord.
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DEACON: That He may send down His rich mercies upon us,
let us pray to the Lord.
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DEACON: That He may accept the bending of our knees as
incense before Him, let us pray to the Lord.
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DEACON: For those that are in need of His help, let us pray to
the Lord.
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DEACON: For our deliverance from all tribulation, wrath,
danger and necessity, let us pray to the Lord.
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DEACON: Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us, O
God, by Thy grace.
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DEACON: Calling to remembrance our all-holy, immaculate,
most blessed and glorious Lady Theotokos and ever-virgin
Mary, with all the saints, let us commend ourselves and each
other and all our life unto Christ our God.
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CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.

) el gl

PRIEST: For unto Thee are due all glory, honor and worship
to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and
ever, and unto ages of ages.
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CHOIR: Amen.
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The Great Prokeimenon (Tone 7)




. CHOIR: Who is so great a God as our God? Thou art the God
who worketh wonders.
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1. Thou hast made Thy power known among the peoples.
Who is so great a God as our God? Thou art the God who
worketh wonders.
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2, And | said: Now have I made a beginning; this change
hath been wrought by the right hand of the Most High.
Who is so great a God as our God? Thou art the God who

worketh wonders.
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3. I remembered the works of the Lord; for I will remember
Thy wonders from the beginning. Who is so great a God as
our God? Thou art the God who worketh wonders.
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The First Prayer

DEACON: Again and again on bended knees, let us pray to
the Lord.

s Gl ) S s Ly L s patac

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy.
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PRIEST: (dloud) O Lord, who ant immaculate, undefiled,
unoriginate,  invisible,  incomprehensible, inscrut-able,
unchanging, unsurpassable, immeasurable, forebearing, who
alone hast immortality, who dwellest in light unapproachable,
who hast made heaven and earth and the sea, and all created
things therein, who grantest unto all men their petitions before
they ask: we pray Thee and beseech Thee, O Master, who
lovest mankind, the Father of our Lord and God and Savior,
Jesus Christ, who for us men and for our salvation came down
from heaven and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and of Mary,
the ever-virgin and most glorious Theotokos, who first did
teach in words and afterwards did show by deeds, when He
endured His saving passion, who did give us, Thy humble and
sinful and unworthy servants, an example, whereby we should
offer unto Thee prayers with the bending of the neck and knees,
both for our own sins and for the ignorance of the people: Do
Thou Thyself, who art great in mercy and lovest mankind,
hearken to us in that day when we shall call upon Thee, and
especially on this day of Pentecost, on which, after our Lord
Jesus Christ had ascended into the heavens and had sat down at
the right hand of Thee, the God and Father, He did send down
upon His Holy Disciples and Apostles the Holy Spirit, which
did also sit upon each of them, and they were all filled with His
inexhaustible grace, and they spake with other tongues of Thy
greatness, and they prophesied. Hearken, therefore, to us now
who pray to Thee, and remember us, humble and condemned as
we are, and turn again the captivity of our souls, Thou that hast
Thine own compassion as intercessor for us. Receive us who
fall down before Thee and cry: We have sinned. We have
cleaved unto Thee from our birth, even from our mother's
womb. Thou art our God, but since our days have passed in
vanity, we have been stripped of Thine help, we have been
deprived of every defense.  But emboldened by Thy
compassions, we call out: Remember not the sins of our youth
and our ignorance and cleanse Thou us of our secret sins, cast
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| us not away in time of old age; when our strength faileth,
forsake us not. Before we return to the earth, make us worthy
to turn again unto Thee, and attend to us in favor and grace.
Measure our transgressions according to Thy compassion, set
the depth of Thy compassions against the multitude of our
offenses. Look down from Thy holy heights, O Lord, upon Thy
people here present who await of Thee rich mercy. Visit us in
Thy goodness. Deliver us from the power of the devil. Make
firm our lives with Thy holy and sacred laws. Entrust Thy
people to a faithful guardian angel. Gather us all into Thy
Kingdom. Grant pardon to those that hope in Thee. Forgive
them and us our sins. Purify us by the operation of Thy Holy
Spirit. Destroy the snares set for us by the enemy.
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PRIEST: Blessed art Thou, O Lord, Master Almighty, who
hast lightened the day with the light of the sun and hast
illuminated the night with flashes of fire, who hast vouchsafed
us to pass through the length of the day and to draw near to the
beginning of the night; hearken to our prayer and to that of all
Thy people. And having pardoned us all our voluntary and
involuntary sins, receive our evening supplications; and send
down the multitude of Thy mercy and compassions upon Thine
inheritance. Wall us in with Thy holy angels. Arm us with the
armor of Thy righteousness. Make a bulwark about us with
Thy truth. Guard us with Thy power. Deliver us from every
oppression and every plot of the adversary. Grant us also that
the present evening with the coming night and all the days of
our life may be perfect, holy, peaceful. sinless, without
stumbling blocks, without fantasy, through the inter-cessions of
the holy Theotokos and of all the saints, who have in all ages

been well-pleasing unto Thee.
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DEACON: Help us; save us; have mercy on us; raise us up;
and keep us, O God, by Thy grace.
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CHOIR: Lord, have mercy.
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DEACON: Calling to remembrance our all-holy, immaculate,
most blessed and glorious Lady Theotokos and ever-virgin
Mary, with all the saints, let us commend ourselves and each
other and all our life unto Christ our God.
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CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.
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PRIEST: For unto Thee are due all glory, honor and worship
to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and
ever, and unto ages of ages.
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CHOIR: Amen.
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Ektenia

DEACON: Let us say with all our soul and with all our mind,
let us say.
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CHOIR: Lord, have mercy.
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DEACON: O Lord Almighty, the God of our Fathers, we pray
Thee: hearken and have mercy.
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CHOIR: Lord, have mercy.
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DEACON: Have mercy on us, O God, according to thy great
goodness, we pray thee: hearken and have mercy.
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CHOIR: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have
mercy.
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PRIEST:
Bishop (N).

Again we pray for our Metropolitan (N) and our

CHOIR: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have
mercy.
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DEACON: Again we pray for our brethren; the Priests,
Deacons, and Monks; and for all our brethren in Christ.
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CHOIR: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have
mercy.
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DEACON: Again we pray for the blessed and ever-memorable
founders of this holy Temple; and for all our fathers and
brethren, the Orthodox departed this life before us, who here
and in all the world lie asleep in the Lord.
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CHOIR: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have
mercy.
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DEACON: Again we pray for mercy, life, peace, health,
salvation and visitation, and pardon and remission of sins for
the servants of God, all Orthodox Christians of true worship,
who live and dwell in this community.
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CHOIR: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have
mercy.
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DEACON: Again we pray for those who bear fruit and do
good works in this holy and all-venerable Temple; for those
who serve and those who sing; and for all the people here
present, who await thy great and rich mercy.
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CHOIR: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have
mercy.
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DEACON: For Thou art a merciful God and lovest mankind,
and unto thee we ascribe glory: to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit: now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
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CHOIR: Amen.
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The Second Prayer




DEACON: Again and again on bended knees, let us pray to
the Lord.
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CHOIR: Lord, have mercy.
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PRIEST: O Lord Jesus Christ our God, who hast given Thy
peace to men, and, being present still in this life, doth ever grant
the gift of the All-Holy Spirit to the faithful, as an inheritance
that cannot be taken away, Thou didst send down today in a
manner most clear, this grace upon Thy holy Disciples and
Apostles, and didst open their lips with tongues of fire.
Through them every race of man hath received, through the
hearing of the ear, the knowledge of God in our own languages.
We have been enlightened by the light of the Spirit, and we
have been freed from delusion as from darkness, and through
the distribution of the perceptible tongues of fire and the
wondrous operation of the same, we have been taught the faith
that is in Thee, and we have been illumined so as to praise Thee
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one Godhead and Power
and Authority. For Thou art the Brightness of the Father, the
express image, inalterable and immovable, of His essence and
nature, the Fountain of wisdom and grace. Open Thou also the
lips of me, the sinner, and teach me how I ought and for what |
must pray. For Thou knowest the multitude of my sins, but Thy
compassion shall overcome the enormity thereof. For lo, in fear
I stand before Thee; into the sea of Thy mercy have I cast the
desperation of my soul. Govern my life, Thou that governest all
creation with Thy word and with the unutterable power of Thy
wisdom, O tranquil Haven of the storm-tossed, and make
known to me the way wherein | should walk. Grant to my
reasoning the Spirit of Thy fear, and renew a right Spirit within
me. And with Thy governing Spirit, establish my faltering
mind that, being guided every day by Thy good Spirit toward
what is wuseful, I may be vouchsafed to keep Thy
commandments and always to remember Thy glorious coming-
again, which shall search out our deeds. Despise me not, lest I
be deceived by the corrupting pleasures of the world, but enable
me to yearn for the enjoyment of the treasures of that to come.
For Thou hast said, O Master, that whatsoever may be asked in
Thy name shall be freely received from Thy co-eternal God and
Father. I, the sinner, therefore, at the descent of Thy Holy
Spirit, do supplicate Thy goodness: Do Thou render unto me
whatsoever I have asked unto salvation. Yea, O Lord, the good
and abundant Giver of every benefit, for Thou art He that
granteth most abundantly that which we ask. Thou art He that
sinlessly became the compassionate, merciful partaker of our
flesh and, to those that bend their knees before Thee, dost Thou
graciously bend down and become the propitiation of our sins.
Grant then, O Lord, Thy compassions to Thy people. Hearken
to us from Thy holy heaven. Sanctify them by the power of
Thy saving right hand. Shelter them with the shelter of Thy
wings. Despise not the works of Thy hands. Against Thee only
do we sin, but Thee alone do we also adore. We know not how
to worship a strange god, nor how to stretch forth our hands to
any other god, O Master. Forgive us our offenses, and accept
our prayers with the bending of our knees: extend to us all the
hand of Thine aid, and receive the prayer of all as acceptable
incense, rising before Thy most-good Kingdom.
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PRIEST: O Lord, Lord, who deliverest us from every arrow
that flieth by day, deliver us also from everything that walketh
in darkness. Receive the lifting up of our hands as an evening
sacrifice. Vouchsafe us also to pass without reproach the
course of the night untempted of evil things, and redeem us
from every disturbance and dread that cometh to us from the
devil. Grant unto our souls contrition and unto our thoughts care
concerning the trial of Thy fearful and righteous judgment.
Nail our flesh to the fear of Thee, and mortify our earthly
members, that, even in the quietness of sleep, we may be
illumined by the contemplation of Thy judgments. Withdraw
from us every unseemly fantasy and injurious desire. Raise us
up at the time of prayer confirmed in the faith and progressing
in Thy commandments.
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DEACON: Help us; save us; have mercy on us; raise us up;
and keep us, O God, by Thy grace.
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CHOIR: Lord, have mercy.
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DEACON: Calling to remembrance our all-holy, immaculate,
most blessed and glorious Lady Theotokos and ever-virgin
Mary, with all the saints, let us commend ourselves and each
other and all our life unto Christ our God.
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CHOIR: To Thee, O Lord.
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PRIEST: Through the favor and grace of Thine only-begotten
Son, with whom Thou art blessed, together with Thine all-holy
and good and life-giving Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of

ages.
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The Third Prayer

DEACON: Again and again on bended knees, let us pray to
the Lord.
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CHOIR: Lord, have mercy.
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PRIEST: O ever-flowing Fountain of life and light, creative
Power co-eternal with the Father; who hast most excellently
fulfilled the whole dispensation of the salvation of mortals,
Christ our God, who didst burst the indestructible bonds of
death and the bolts of Hades and hast trampled down the
multitude of evil spirits; who didst offer Thyself as a blameless
victim, giving Thine immaculate body as a sacrifice,
unblemished and inviolate of all sin and, through that dread and
indescribable act of sacrifice, bestowed eternal life upon us;
who didst descend into Hades and break down its eternal bars,
showing forth the way up to those who sat in the lower world;
who with allurements of Divine wisdom, didst entice the author
of evil, the dragon of the abyss, and with cords of gloom didst
bind him in Hades in unquenchable fire, and Thou didst confine
him in outer darkness by Thine infinite might; Thou, who art
the greatly glorified Wisdom of the Father, didst manifest
Thyself as a great Helper to the oppressed and didst enlighten
_those that sat in darkness and in the shadow of death; Thou,
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| Lord of eternal glory and beloved Son of the Father most high,
Light everlasting of Light everlasting, Sun of righteousness:
Hearken to us who pray unto Thee, and give rest to the souls of
Thy servants, our fathers and brethren, who have fallen asleep
before us, and our other kinsmen after the flesh, and all Thine
own who are in the faith, of whom we now make memorial, for
in Thee is the power over all, and in Thine hand Thou holdest
all the ends of the earth. Almighty Master, God of the fathers
and Lord of mercies, Maker of the race of mortals and
immortals and of every nature of man, of that which is brought
together and again put asunder, of life and of the end of life, of
sojourning here and of translation there, who dost measure the
years of life and set the times of death, who bringest down to
Hades and raisest up, binding in infirmity and releasing unto
power, dispensing present things according to need and
ordering those to come as is expedient, quickening with the
hope of resurrection those that are smitten with the sting of
death. Thyself, O Master of all, God our Saviour, the Hope of
all the ends of the earth and of those who are far off upon the
sea, who, on this last and great and saving day of Pentecost,
didst show forth to us the mystery of the Holy Trinity,
consubstantial and co-eternal, undivided and unmingled, and
didst pour out the descent and presence of Thy holy and life-
giving Spirit in the form of tongues of fire upon Thy holy
Apostles, appointing them to be the evangelists of our pious
faith and showing them to be confessors and preachers of the
true theology; who also, on this all-perfect and saving feast,
dost deign to receive oblations and supplications for those
bound in Hades, and grantest unto us the great hope that respite
and comfort will be sent down from Thee to the departed from
the grief that doth bind them. Hearken to us, Thy humble and
piteous ones who pray, and give rest to the souls of Thy
servants who have fallen asleep before us in a place of
brightness, a place of verdure, a place of repose, whence all
sickness, sorrow and sighing have fled away; and do Thou place
their souls in the tabernacles of the righteous; and make them
worthy of peace and repose. For the dead praise Thee not, O
Lord, neither do those in Hades dare to offer Thee confession,
but we, the living, bless Thee and supplicate Thee and offer
propitiatory prayers and sacrifices for their souls.
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PRIEST: O God, who art great and etemal, holy and lovest
mankind, who hast vouchsafed us also to stand at this hour
before Thine unapproachable glory, that we may hymn and
praise Thy wonders: Be gracious to us, Thine unworthy
servants, and grant us grace that, with contrite heart and without
presumption, we may offer Thee the thrice-holy glorification
and thanksgiving for Thy great gifts which Thou hast granted
and dost ever grant us. Remember, O Lord, our infirmity and
destroy us not for our transgressions, but be merciful to our
humility, that fleeing from the darkness of sin, we may walk in
the day of righteousness and, clothed with the armor of light,
may persevere unassailed from every attack of the evil one, so
that with boldness we may glorify Thee in all things, the only
true God and Lover of mankind. For Thine in truth is the great
mystery, O Master and Maker of all, both the temporary
dissolution of Thy creatures and their restoration thereafter, and
of eternal rest. We confess Thy grace in all things, in our
| coming into this world and in our going forth therefrom, which
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things faithfully pledge unto us, through Thine unfailing
promise, our hopes of the resurrection and of life incorruptible,
which we shall receive hereafter at Thy second coming. For
Thou art both the Author of our resurrection and the impartial
Judge of those that have lived, and the Lover of mankind and
the Master and Lord of recompense, who didst partake with us,
on equal terms, of flesh and blood, through Thine extreme
condescension, and of our irreproachable passions, wherein
Thou didst willingly submit to temptation, since Thou dost
possess tenderness and compassion, and Thyself, having
suffered temptation, art become for us, who are tempted, the
Helper which Thou Thyself hadst promised to be; and therefore
Thou hast led us to Thy passionlessness. Receive, therefore, O
Master, our prayers and supplications, and give rest to all the
fathers and mothers and children and brothers and sisters of
each of us and to any other of our kindred and of our people and
to every soul that hath gone to rest before in the hope of
resurrection unto life everlasting. Set their spirits and their
names in the book of life, in the bosom of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob, in the land of the living, in the Kingdom of Heaven, in a
paradise of bliss, leading all, by Thy radiant angels, into Thy
holy abode, raising up also with Thee our bodies in the day
which hath been appointed according to Thy holy and unfailing
promise. There is, therefore, O Lord, no death unto Thy
servants, when we go forth from the body and come unto Thee,
our God, but a change from things most sorrowful unto things
most beneficent and most sweet, and rest and joy. And, though
we have sinned against Thee, be gracious unto us and unto
them, for none is pure of stain in Thy sight, though his life be
but for one day, except Thou alone, who didst reveal Thyself
sinless on the earth, O Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we all
hope to obtain mercies and the forgiveness of sins. Do Thou,
therefore, as the good God who lovest man, remit, forgive, and
pardon them and us our offenses, voluntary and involuntary,
those done with knowledge or in ignorance, those manifest or
unnoticed, those of deed, of thought, of word, those of all our
acts and movements; and to those who have been taken from us
give freedom and respite, and bless us who are here present,
granting a good and peaceful ending to us and to all Thy people,
and open to us Thy tender mercies and Thy love of mankind at
Thy dread and fearful coming again, and make us worthy of
Thy Kingdom.
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PRIEST: O great and most High God, who alone hast
immortality and dwellest in light unapproachable, who hast
made all creation in wisdom, who hast divided the light from
the darkness and hast appointed the sun to rule the day, the
moon and the stars also to rule the night, who hast vouchsafed
unto us sinners at this present hour also to come before Thy
presence with confession and to offer unto Thee our evening
praise: Do Thou Thyself, O Lord, who lovest mankind, direct
our prayer as incense before Thee, and accept it as a savor of
sweet fragrance, and grant that we may pass the present evening
and the coming night in peace. Endue us with the armor of
light. Deliver us from the terror of the night and from
everything that walketh in darkness, and grant that the sleep
which Thou hast appointed for the repose of our weakness may
be free from every imagination of the devil. Yea, O Master,
| Bestower of all good things. may we, being moved to
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compunction upon our beds, call to remembrance Thy name in
the night, that, enlightened by meditation on Thy
commandments, we may rise up in joyfulness of soul to glorify
Thy goodness, offering up prayers and supplications unto Thy
tender love, for our sins and for those of all Thy people, whom
do Thou visit in mercy, through the intercessions of the Holy
Theotokos.
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DEACON: Help us; save us; have mercy on us; raise us up;
and keep us, O God, by Thy grace.
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CHOIR: Lord, have mercy.
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DEACON: Calling to remembrance our all-holy, immaculate,
most blessed and glorious Lady Theotokos and ever-virgin
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Mary, with all the saints, let us commend ourselves and each | S \wass iaxy Lol 35 ol ann ga e Al A )
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PRIEST: For Thou art the repose of our souls and bodies, and
unto Thee we ascribe glory to the Father and to the Son and to
the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages.

233y Ny S Ll Sadl 280 Ly clisliaaly Linugis Haly Cal SBY zgmlsl
ol jas e dl,’l ISy G 6 paidl

CHOIR: Amen.
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Troparion of Pentecost (Tone 8)

CHOIR: Blessed art Thou, O Christ our God, who hast
revealed the fishermen as most wise, having sent upon them the
Holy Spirit. And through them Thou hast fished the universe,
O Lover of mankind, glory to Thee! (Thrice)
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PRIEST: May he who did empty Himself from the Paternal
and Divine bosom and came down from heaven upon the earth
and took upon Himself all our nature and made it divine, and
after these things, again ascended into heaven and sitteth at the
right hand of God the Father, and did send down the Divine and
Holy Spirit, one in essence, equal in power, and equal in glory
and ever-existing with Him, upon His Holy Disciples and
Apostles, and through Him did enlighten them and through
them the whole world, Christ our true God, through the
intercessions of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy
Mother; of the holy, glorious, all-laudable, God-proclaiming
and Spirit-bearing Apostles and of all the saints: have mercy
upon us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth
mankind.
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PRIEST: Through the prayers of our Holy Fathers, O Lord
Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon us and save us.
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CHOIR: Amen.
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Youth Spiritual Awakening?
By Metropolitan Saba (Isper)

After the mid-20th century, a reform movement emerged in the Roman Catholic
Church called “Aggiornamento”. This movement was born in the rapidly changing
world after World War Il. It sought to “modernize” the church in order to more
effectively deliver the message of salvation.

Lifestyles and values began to change rapidly, from fashion to the most sacred
norms that had prevailed until then. The effects of this reform in the Catholic
Church quickly became apparent, during and after the Second Vatican Council. At
the same time, liberation movements and the adoption of new secular values
gained momentum in the Protestant churches, as the basis for examining religious
and pastoral issues. Meanwhile, in the Orthodox Church, there was tension
between a group calling for similar reform and a group advocating for adherence
to Orthodox Holy Tradition, while a minority called for a distinction between the
Holy Tradition and the traditions that had come to be attached to it over changing
times and cultures.

Biblical studies developed significantly during this period: there was a spread of
critical methods and the reading of religious texts in light of ancient cultures and
modern linguistic and historical sciences, to the point that many theological schools
began calling for a distinction between the divinely inspired word and the human
author’s intent and style. Thus, these sciences contributed to the spread of a new,
non-traditional interpretation of the sacred scriptures. Some interpreters went so
far as to deny everything that was beyond human reason, such as the divine
incarnation, resurrection, ascension, and so on. Readers can imagine the impact of
these ideas on day-to-day church life and spiritual and moral teaching.

After the Second Vatican Council, a group separated from the Catholic Church and
rejected the modernization brought by that council. During the days of Pope John
Paul Il, an attempt was made to restore unity, but with Pope Benedict XVI, the
movement of critics of this modernization came to the fore, from the time he
assumed the presidency of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in the
Vatican. An internal struggle began to appear between the traditionalist and liberal
groups, but it remained quiet and contained.

In the Protestant churches, the wave of modernization went further, leading to the
emergence of what were called traditional churches and liberal churches. Amid
these developments, a group has recently emerged seeking the authentic church.
Thus began a movement of mass conversion to the Orthodox Church in the United
States. Some individual conversions had preceded this in Europe, especially by
prominent Catholic fathers, such as Fathers Lev Gillet and Placide [Deseille], to
name just two examples.



In our Archdiocese, the movement of those coming home to Orthodoxy accelerated
noticeably. In recent years, other Orthodox churches in America have also started
to receive numbers of converts, known as catechumens. What is striking in recent
years is that a significant number of new catechumens are from the youth.

At the same time, as a reaction to the accelerating liberal movements, some
Orthodox archdioceses have experienced movements of return to old traditions
and adherence to all their details, sometimes to the extent of not distinguishing
between the essential and the incidental. This phenomenon can be understood in
light of the modernization we mentioned, which reached a point where some
questioned whether some “churches” were indeed the Church of Christ or
something else.

The appeal of the slogan “A Church for Our World” —which prevailed in Western
Christian circles in the 1970s and proposed to make the church resemble our
world—began to fade. Advocates of this slogan had forgotten that the Church’s
mission is to transform the world into the image of the heavenly kingdom.

Today, after currents have revolutionized ways of thinking and post-modernism has
become dominant, Western societies, in particular, may be witnessing the advent
of a spiritual awakening among the youth here and there, showing that youth have
not found the spiritual fulfilment they seek in these liberation movements.

Recently, the media has shown us images of thousands of American university
students praying and praising Christ on their campuses. In France, several thousand
walked on foot for three days from Paris to Chartres Cathedral to celebrate the
traditional Latin Mass.

The phenomenon of youth returning to faith and the emergence of a desire for
traditional churches is still in its infancy. It is too early to analyze and build upon it.
However, it is important to pay attention to it, to revive communication and
meetings with the youth, and to present and discuss their spiritual experiences.
Sociologists will certainly be interested in this phenomenon, but how will the
churches respond to it, and what is required of them in this area?

In our Archdiocese, we noticed this Pascha a significant number of youth among
the new converts. Therefore, | am asking the priests of those churches that received
these young people to conduct interviews with them, asking them to explain their
experience of conversion to the Orthodox Church, and to send these interviews in
writing to the Archdiocese Headquarters for further study.

The mission of the Christian church today is to witness to Christ the Savior in the
heart of this secular society, without fear of it or fascination with it. Olivier Clément
(+2009), a French Orthodox theologian, has pointed out that “Christians are
oscillating between cursing and unconsciously joining the bandwagon,” and he
warns that “the core of spiritual energy, which led to the emergence of modernity,
is on the verge of running out. On the horizon appears the ‘death of man’ after the
‘death of God’... The time is right for Christians to arouse, with humble strength,
some sense of existence, some glow of fire and light. If they do not succeed in
finding a role for themselves in a secular society, they will have left room for other
religions that are now invading the West” (Raymond Rizk, Olivier Clément: A Hermit
in the City).

It is truly a time to bear witness, par excellence.



The Great Martyr George

The holy, glorious and right-victorious Great-martyr and Trophy
-bearer George was a Christian Roman soldier killed
under Diocletian at the beginning of the fourth century. Though
he was born in Cappadocia, his mother was from Palestine, and
thus he is a particular favorite of many Palestinian Christians.
He is also the patron saint of Moscow, Georgia, and England,
amongst other places. The Church commemorates St. George on April 23, and the
translation of his relics on November 3.

According to Tradition, St. George was born to a Christian family during the late
3rd century. His father was from Cappadocia and served as an officer of the
army. His mother was from Lydda, Palestine. She returned to her native city as a
widow along with her young son after the martyrdom of St. George's father,
where she provided him with a respectable education and raised him in piety.

The youth, it would seem, followed his father's example in joining the army soon
after his coming of age. He proved to be a charismatic soldier and consequently
rose quickly through the military ranks of the time. By his late twenties he had
gained the titles of tribunus (tribune) and later comes (count). By that time St.
George had been stationed in Nicomedia as a member of the personal guard
attached to Roman Emperor Diocletian (reign 284-305).

In 303, Diocletian issued an edict authorizing the systematic persecution of
Christians across the Empire. His Caesar, Galerius, was supposedly responsible for
this decision and would continue the persecution during his own reign (305-311). It
is believed that St. George was ordered to take part in the persecution but
instead confessed to being a Christian himself and criticized the imperial decision.
An enraged Diocletian proceeded in ordering the torture of this apparent traitor
and his execution.

Then, affer innumerable forms of torture, St. George was executed by
decapitation in front of Nicomedia's defensive wall on April 23, 303. The witness
of his suffering convinced Empress Alexandra and Athanasius, a pagan priest, to
also become Christians, and so they also joined St. George in martyrdom as
consequence. St. George's body was then returned to Lydda for burial, where
Christians soon came to honor St. George as a martyr.




