St. George
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Church
2587 W. 14th Street, Cleveland OH 44113

Righteous Joseph of Arimathea

Serving the Orthodox Christian Community
of Greater Cleveland

St. George
Antiochian
Orthodox Church
His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH,
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan
of all North America
His Grace Bishop Anthony, Auxiliary
Bishop of the Diocese of The Midwest
V. Rev Father John Ojaimi, Pastor
Archdeacon Yarid Sahley
Office: (216) 781-9020 Fax: (216) 781-9545
Pastor's Cellular: (440) 665-6724
www.stgeorgecleveland.com
Pastor’s E-Mail: frjojaimi@msn.com

Sunday July 31, 2022
Tone 6/ Eothinon 7
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
& Seventh Sunday of Matthew
Holy and Just Eudokimos of Cappadocia
Righteous Joseph of Arimathea;
Germanos, bishop of Auxerre
WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS

We are glad you are worshiping with us
today. There are Service Books in the pews.
Orthodox Christians must be prepared for
Holy Communion through Confession,
Fasting, Prayer and by being at peace with
others. Please seek and give forgiveness
before receiving Holy Communion. At the
conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, please join
us for coffee hour in the Parish Hall.

W
The mission of St. George
Antiochian Orthodox Church
Is to serve God and the community
by commitment to the GospelÕs
command to grow in the knowledge
of Jesus Christ through faith,
hope, and love. It is a parish of the
Self –Ruled Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of North
America.
The Orthodox Church follows the
faith and practice of the apostles
and disciples of Christ handed
down by the ancient Christian
fathers and twenty centuries of
Church tradition. Genuine Christian
life nurtures and stimulates our
spiritual and moral development.
The liturgical life of the Orthodox
Church has been developing over
the last 2000 years. By taking part
in the mysteries of ChristÕs life,
death and resurrection at the
liturgical services, the community
members are drawn to repentance
and the gradual change of their
inner selves.
To join the community of St.
George or to find out more
information, please fill out the
Guest Book in the Narthex. We
hope this day will be spiritually
rewarding for you. Fr John will be
happy to answer any questions.
Join us in the hall after Liturgy for
our Coffee Hour and Fellowship.

Bread of Oblation and The Coffee Hour are offered in memory of Dr Elias
Zakkour, Abdo Dergham and Nizar Lubbous by Dr . Der gham Der gham and
Family
Candles are offered for the Health, Safety & Spiritual Welfare of:
All of our parishioners, their family members and their friends.
The sick, shut-ins, homeless and needy
Family & Friends by Geor ge Haddad
Marcel Dawed by Dr s. Mar wan and Hala Hamaty
Candles are offered in Beloved Memory of:
All of your beloved ones falling asleep in the Lord.
All Clergy and servants of God.
All the Victims of war and violence and diseases in the whole universe.
Michel Hayek, Michael Simone & Bob Mourad by the Hayek family
Wadia Ameen by his wife Mar y & family
Edward & Evelyn Haddad by their & family
Edward & Rita Fadel by his family
Charles Haddad by J oan & family
Joie Haddad by Geor ge Haddad and his Family
William Isaac by his Wife J une Isaac
Ramona Darmour by her daughter Char maine Dar mour
Ramona Darmour by the Easter n Or thodox Women Guild
for the sick, sufferings,
shut-ins , needy, homeless, victims of disasters,
war and violence in the whole universe.
“Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying, How
can this man give us His flesh to eat? So Jesus said to them,
Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of
Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. He who
eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will
raise him up on the last day”.

John 6:52-54
“With fear of God, faith And love draw near”.
Come to Church, Jesus loves you, we love you

UPCOMING DIVINE SERVICES
Monday August 01,2022 The Dormition Fast Begins
Saturday August 06-2022 The Transfiguration Feast
Orthros @ 10 am—Liturgy @ 11:00 am
Tuesdays August 02 and August 09, 2022 Paraklesis Service @ 7:00 pm
Sunday August 07– 2022 Orthros Service @ 9:30 am; Divine Liturgy @ 10:30 am

Divine Liturgy Variables on Sunday, July 31, 2022

Tone 6/ Eothinon 7; Seventh Sunday after Pentecost & Seventh Sunday of Matthew
Holy and Just Eudokimos of Cappadocia
Righteous Joseph of Arimathea; Germanos, bishop of Auxerre

THE DISMISSAL
Priest: May He Who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the intercessions of His
all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother; by the might of the Precious and Life-giving
Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication of the
honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and all-laudable
apostles; of our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople,

whose Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious
Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint George., the patron and
protector of this holy community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and
Anna; of the holy and just Eudokimos of Cappadocia; Righteous Joseph of Arimathea; and
Germanos, bishop of Auxerre, whose memor y we celebr ate today, and of all the saints:
have mercy on us and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind.
Priest: Through the prayers of our holy fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy upon
us and save us.
Choir: Amen.

On Tuesdays
August 02-2022
and
August 09– 2022
@ 7:00 pm
Righteous Joseph of Arimathea

Righteous Joseph of Arimathea was a secret disciple of our Lord Jesus Christ. As a member of
the Sanhedrin he did not participate in the “counsel and deed” of the Jews in passing a death
sentence for Jesus Christ. After the Crucifixion and Death of the Savior he made bold to go to
Pilate and ask him for the Body of the Lord, to Which he gave burial with the help of Righteous
Νikόdēmos, who was also a secret disciple of the Lord.
They took down the Body of the Savior from the Cross, wrapped it in a winding-cloth, and
placed it in a new tomb, in which no one had ever been buried, in the Garden of Gethsemane, in
the presence of the Mother of God and the holy Myrrh-Bearing Women (St Joseph had prepared
this tomb for himself). Having rolled a heavy stone before the entrance of the tomb, they
departed (John. 19: 37-42; Mt. 27: 57-61; Mark 15: 43-47; Luke. 24: 50-56).
Saint Joseph traveled around the world, proclaiming the Gospel of Christ. He died peacefully in
England.

Holy and Just Eudokimos of Cappadocia
Saint Eudocimus, a native of Cappadocia (Asia Minor), lived during the ninth century during the
reign of Emperor Theophilus (829-842). He was the son of the pious Christians Basil and
Eudokia, an illustrious family known to the emperor. They raised their son “in discipline and
admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6: 4), planting in his soul a sincere faith and holy virtues.
The righteous life of Saint Eudocimus was devoted to pleasing God and serving his neighbor.
Having given a vow to remain unmarried and chaste, he avoided conversation with women and
did not look at them. He would speak only with his own mother, whom he greatly respected. The
emperor valued his virtue and talents, so he appointed Saint Eudocimus as governor of Chorziane,
Armenia. Fulfilling his duty as a servant of God, Saint Eudocimus governed the people justly and
with kindness. He concerned himself with the unfortunate, and with orphans and widows, and he
was a defender of the common people. His personal Christian exploits which he did in secret,
were known only to God.
Eudocimus pleased God by his blameless life, and the Lord called him at age 33. Lying on his
deathbed, Saint Eudocimus gave final instructions to place him in the grave in those clothes in
which he would meet death. Then he sent everyone out of the room and entreated the Lord that no
one would see his end, just as no one saw his secret efforts during life. His attendants buried him
as he had instructed them. Right after the death of Saint Eudocimus miracles took place at his
grave. Many sick people were healed, and the news of the miraculous healings spread.
After 18 months, the mother of Saint Eudocimus came from Constantinople to venerate his relics.
She gave orders to remove the stone, dig up the ground, and open the grave. Everyone beheld the
face of the saint, bright as if alive, altogether untouched by decay. A great fragrance came from
him. They took up the coffin with the relics from the earth, and they dressed the saint in new
clothes. His mother wanted to take the relics of her son to Constantinople, but the Kharsian people
would not clear a path for their holy one. After a certain time the hieromonk Joseph, having lived
and served at the grave of the saint, transported the relics of Saint Eudocimus to Constantinople.
There they were placed in a silver reliquary in the church of the Most Holy Theotokos, built by
the parents of the saint.
COME AND CELEBRATE WITH US THE DORMITION FEAST
DIVINE LITURGY SUNDAY AUGUST 14TH, 2022
&
ST. MARY’S POTLUCK LUNCHEON AFTER LITURGY

All families in our church are encouraged to come and celebrate, especially
If you or any member of your family is named MARY or SAIDY

Transfiguration
The transfiguration of Christ is one of the central events
recorded in the gospels. Immediately after the Lord was
recognized by his apostles as “the Christ [Messiah], the Son of
the Living God,” he told them that “he must go up to Jerusalem
and suffer many things ... and be killed and on the third day be
raised” (Mt 16). The announcement of Christ’s approaching
passion and death was met with indignation by the disciples. And
then, after rebuking them, the Lord took Peter, James, and John
“up to a high mountain”—by tradition Mount Tabor—and was
“transfigured before them.”
... and his face shone like the sun, and his garments became white
as snow and behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah,
talking with him. And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is well that we
are here; if you wish I will make three booths here, one for you
and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” He was still speaking
when lo, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Beloved
Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” When the disciples heard this, they fell on their
faces with awe. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” And when
they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. And as they were coming down the
mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from
the dead” (Mt 17:1-92, see also Mk 9:1-9; Lk 9:28-36; 2 Peter 1:16-18).
The Jewish Festival of Booths was a feast of the dwelling of God with men, and the
transfiguration of Christ reveals how this dwelling takes place in and through the Messiah, the
Son of God in human flesh.
In the Transfiguration, the apostles see the glory of the Kingdom of God present in majesty in the
person of ChriSt They see that in him, indeed, all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,” that
“in him the whole fulness of deity dwells bodily” (Col 1:19, 2:9). They see this before the
crucifixion so that in the resurrection they might know who it is who has suffered for them, and
what it is that this one, who is God, has prepared for those who love him. This is what the Church
celebrates in the feast of the Transfiguration.
Besides the fundamental meaning which the event of the Transfiguration has in the context of the
life and mission of Christ, and in addition to the theme of the glory of God which is revealed in
all of its divine splendor in the face of the Saviour, the presence of Moses and Elijah is also of
great significance for the understanding and celebration of the feast. Many of the hymns refer to
these two leading figures of the Old Covenant as do the three scripture readings of Vespers which
tell of the manifestation of the glory of God to these holy men of old (Ex 24:12-18; 33:11-34:8;
1 Kings 19:3-16).
Moses and Elijah, according to the liturgical verses, are not only the greatest figures of the Old
Testament who now come to worship the Son of God in glory, they also are not merely two of the
holy men to whom God has revealed himself in the prefigurative theophanies of the Old Covenant
of Israel. These two figures actually stand for the Old Testament itself: Moses for the
Law and Elijah for the Prophets. And Chr ist is the fulfillment of the Law and the Pr ophets

(Mt 5:17).
They also stand for the living and dead, for Moses died and his bur ial place is known, while
Elijah was taken alive into heaven in order to appear again to announce the time of God’s
salvation in Christ the Messiah. Thus, in appearing with Jesus on the mount of Transfiguration,
Moses and Elijah show that the Messiah Saviour is here, and that he is the Son of God to whom
the Father himself bears witness, the Lord of all creation, of the Old and New Testaments, of the
living and the dead. The Transfiguration of Christ in itself is the fulfillment of all of the
theophanies and manifestations of God, a fulfillment made perfect and complete in the person of
Christ. The Transfiguration of Christ reveals to us our ultimate destiny as Christians, the ultimate
destiny of all men and all creation to be transformed and glorified by the majestic splendor of God
himself.
There is little doubt that the feast of the Transfiguration of Christ belonged first to the preÃEaster
season of the Church. It was perhaps celebrated on one of the Sundays of Lent, for besides certain
historical evidence and the fact that today Saint Gregory Palamas, the great teacher of the
Transfiguration of Christ, is commemor ated dur ing Lent, the event itself is one which is
definitely connected with the approaching death and resurrection of the Saviour.
... for when they would behold Thee crucified, they would understand that Thy suffering was
voluntary (Kontakion).
The feast of the Transfiguration is presently celebrated on the sixth of August, probably for some
historical reason. The summer celebration of the feast, however, has lent itself very well to the
theme of transfiguration. The blessing of grapes, as well as other fruits and vegetables on this day
is the most beautiful and adequate sign of the final transfiguration of all things in Christ. It
signifies the ultimate flowering and fruitfulness of all creation in the paradise of God’s unending
Kingdom of Life where all will he transformed by the glory of the Lord.

Dear Saint George Family, Beloved in Christ
Our community is fortunate to have such compassionate and loving Parishioners. Because of
your pledge and support, our Church is able to continue to serve you and to support the needy
families.
As we read in the 2 Corinthians 9:7 “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver”.
What makes us Christians is our faith being reflected by our actions in a beautiful way that
manifests our identity through our work of love.
With The Parish Council we are making every effort to reduce our expenses, to ensure our
reserve fund can be maintained for its intended purpose and the future growth and support of
our Church. We are asking anyone who is financially able, to either mail a pledge donation
check to the Church’s Office or Donate via our website Donation button.
Also please let us know if you have any hardships that the Church can help with. We will try
to support you in any way possible.

The Great Martyr George
The holy, glorious and right-victorious Great-martyr and Trophy
-bearer George was a Christian Roman soldier killed
under Diocletian at the beginning of the fourth century. Though
he was born in Cappadocia, his mother was from Palestine, and
thus he is a particular favorite of many Palestinian Christians.
He is also the patron saint of Moscow, Georgia, and England,
amongst other places. The Church commemorates St. George on April 23, and the
translation of his relics on November 3.
According to Tradition, St. George was born to a Christian family during the late
3rd century. His father was from Cappadocia and served as an officer of the
army. His mother was from Lydda, Palestine. She returned to her native city as a
widow along with her young son after the martyrdom of St. George's father,
where she provided him with a respectable education and raised him in piety.
The youth, it would seem, followed his father's example in joining the army soon
after his coming of age. He proved to be a charismatic soldier and consequently
rose quickly through the military ranks of the time. By his late twenties he had
gained the titles of tribunus (tribune) and later comes (count). By that time St.
George had been stationed in Nicomedia as a member of the personal guard
attached to Roman Emperor Diocletian (reign 284–305).
In 303, Diocletian issued an edict authorizing the systematic persecution of
Christians across the Empire. His Caesar, Galerius, was supposedly responsible for
this decision and would continue the persecution during his own reign (305–311). It
is believed that St. George was ordered to take part in the persecution but
instead confessed to being a Christian himself and criticized the imperial decision.
An enraged Diocletian proceeded in ordering the torture of this apparent traitor
and his execution.
Then, after innumerable forms of torture, St. George was executed by
decapitation in front of Nicomedia's defensive wall on April 23, 303. The witness
of his suffering convinced Empress Alexandra and Athanasius, a pagan priest, to
also become Christians, and so they also joined St. George in martyrdom as
consequence. St. George's body was then returned to Lydda for burial, where
Christians soon came to honor St. George as a martyr.
.

