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Sunday November 06, 2022
Tone 4 / Eothinon 10
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
&
Seventh Sunday of Luke
St. Paul the Confessor, Archbishop of
Constantinople
Venerable Luke of Sicily; Paul of Corinth,
the fool-for-Christ
WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS

We are glad you are worshiping with us
today. There are Service Books in the pews.
Orthodox Christians must be prepared for
Holy Communion through Confession,
Fasting, Prayer and by being at peace with
others. Please seek and give forgiveness
before receiving Holy Communion. At the
conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, please join
us for coffee hour in the Parish Hall.

W
The mission of St. George
Antiochian Orthodox Church
Is to serve God and the community
by commitment to the GospelÕs
command to grow in the knowledge
of Jesus Christ through faith,
hope, and love. It is a parish of the
Self –Ruled Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of North
America.
The Orthodox Church follows the
faith and practice of the apostles
and disciples of Christ handed
down by the ancient Christian
fathers and twenty centuries of
Church tradition. Genuine Christian
life nurtures and stimulates our
spiritual and moral development.
The liturgical life of the Orthodox
Church has been developing over
the last 2000 years. By taking part
in the mysteries of ChristÕs life,
death and resurrection at the
liturgical services, the community
members are drawn to repentance
and the gradual change of their
inner selves.
To join the community of St.
George or to find out more
information, please fill out the
Guest Book in the Narthex. We
hope this day will be spiritually
rewarding for you. Fr John will be
happy to answer any questions.
Join us in the hall after Liturgy for
our Coffee Hour and Fellowship.

Bread of Oblation is offered in memory of Hilweh, Salameh, Janan, Thaer, Nabeel,
Abdelmaseeh, Huda and all the beloved departed from the Khourieh Family by Awwad and
Jackleen Khourieh
Candles are offered for the Health, Safety & Spiritual Welfare of:
All of our parishioners, their family members and their friends.
The sick, shut-ins, homeless and needy
Family & Friends by Geor ge Haddad
Nuha Karsheh by Subdeacon Sam, Bonni Elias and Family
Our Family by Samir and Clar a Nader

Candles are offered in Beloved Memory of:
All of your beloved ones falling asleep in the Lord.
All Clergy and servants of God.
All the Victims of war and violence and diseases in the whole universe.
Michel Hayek, Michael Simone & Bob Mourad by the Hayek family
Wadia Ameen by his wife Mar y & family
Edward & Evelyn Haddad by their family
Edward & Rita Fadel by his family
Charles Haddad by J oan & family
Joie Haddad by Geor ge Haddad and his Family
William Isaac by his Wife J une Isaac
Ramona Darmour by her daughter Char maine Dar mour
for the sick, sufferings,
shut-ins , needy, homeless, victims of disasters,
war and violence in the whole universe.
“Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying, How
can this man give us His flesh to eat? So Jesus said to them,
Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of
Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. He who
eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will
raise him up on the last day”.

John 6:52-54
“With fear of God, faith And love draw near”.
Come to Church, Jesus loves you, we love you

UPCOMING DIVINE SERVICES

Sunday November 13, 2022 Orthros Service @ 9:30 am; Divine Liturgy @ 10:30 am

In 1 Timothy 5, Paul describes the church not as a building but as people dedicated to doing
whatever it takes to reach out and help others. We have a responsibility to serve and help others in
need as the church. Caring for each other as well as those outside of the church is the quickest way
to see Jesus change lives. Too o en, we see a need and wait for the pastor or someone on staﬀ to
take responsibility. But that’s not the way church works.

Divine Liturgy Variables on Sunday November 06, 2022

Tone 4 / Eothinon 10; Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost & Seventh Sunday of Luke
Paul the Confessor, Archbishop of Constantinople
Venerable Luke of Sicily; Paul of Corinth, the fool-for-Christ

THE DISMISSAL
Priest: May He Who r ose fr om the dead, Chr ist our tr ue God, thr ough the inter cessions
of His all-immaculate and all-blameless holy Mother, by the might of the Precious and Lifegiving Cross; by the protection of the honorable Bodiless Powers of Heaven; at the supplication
of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John; of the holy, glorious and alllaudable apostles; of our father among the saints, John Chrysostom, archbishop of Constantinople,
whose Divine Liturgy we have now celebrated; of the holy, glorious and right-victorious
Martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing Fathers; of Saint George, the patron and protector of
this holy community; of the holy and righteous ancestors of God, Joachim and Anna, of Paul
the Confessor, archbishop of Constantinople; Venerable Luke of Sicily; Paul of Corinth,
the fool-for-Christ, whose memory we celebrate today and of all the saints: have mercy on us
and save us, forasmuch as He is good and loveth mankind.
Priest: Thr ough the pr ayer s of our Holy Father s, Lor d J esus Chr ist our God, have mer cy
upon us and save us.
Choir: Amen.

We thank Our Teens Group and Our Sunday School
Teachers for their hard work in order to have such a
successful event., “The Harvest Party”.

Saint Paul The Confessor
Saint Paul was from Thessalonica. He became the secretary of Alexander,
Patriarch of Constantinople (see Aug. 30), a deacon, and then the successor of
Saint Alexander in about 337. Because of his virtue, his eloquence in teaching,
and his zeal for Orthodoxy, the Arians hated and feared him.
When the Arian Emperor Constantius, who was in Antioch, learned of Paul's
election, he exiled Paul and proclaimed the Arian Eusebius Patriarch. Saint Paul
went to Rome, where he found Saint Athanasius the Great also in exile.
Provided with letters by Pope Julius, Paul returned to Constantinople, and after
the death of Eusebius in 342, ascended again his rightful throne; the Arians
meanwhile elected Macedonius, because he rejected the Son's con-substantiality with the Father
(and the divinity of the Holy Spirit besides).
When Constantius, yet at Antioch, learned of Paul's return, he sent troops to Constantinople to
drive Paul out. The Saint returned to Rome, where Saint Athanasius also was again in exile.
Constans, Emperor of the West, Constantius' brother, but Orthodox, wrote to Constantius that if
Athanasius and Paul were not allowed to return to their sees, he would come with troops to restore
them him-self. So Paul again returned to his throne. After the death of Constans, however,
Constantius had Paul deposed. Because of the love of the people for Saint Paul, Philip the Prefect,
who was sent for him, was compelled to arrest him secretly to avoid a sedition. Paul was banished
to Cucusus, on the borders of Cilicia and Armenia; a town through which his most illustrious
successor, Saint John Chrysostom would also pass on his way to Comana in his last exile. In
Cucusus, about the year 350, as Saint Paul was celebrating the Divine Liturgy in the little house
where he was a prisoner, the Arians strangled him with his own omophorion, so much did they fear
him even in exile. His holy relics were brought back to Constantinople with honour by the Emperor
Theodosius the Great.
Dear Saint George Family, Beloved in Christ
Our community is fortunate to have such compassionate and loving Parishioners. Because of your
pledge and support, our Church is able to continue to serve you and to support the needy families.
As we read in the 2 Corinthians 9:7 “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver”.
What makes us Christians is our faith being reflected by our actions in a beautiful way that manifests
our identity through our work of love.

With The Parish Council we are making every effort to reduce our expenses, to ensure our reserve
fund can be maintained for its intended purpose and the future growth and support of our Church. We
are asking anyone who is financially able, to either mail a pledge donation check to the Church’s
Office or Donate via our website Donation button.
Also please let us know if you have any hardships that the Church can help with. We will try to support
you in any way possible.
In closing, we ask for the Lord’s Protection to keep all of us safe, and to guide all of us to become His
new disciples and to serve and love His people

Archdiocesan Bishops, Temporary Operating Committee to
Meet with Patriarch John X

His Beatitude Patriarch John X has invited the Antiochian Archdiocese's
bishops and Temporary Operating Committee to meet with him and the
Patriarchal Vicar, Metropolitan Antonios of Zahle, Baalbek and
Dependencies, at the Balamand, Lebanon to begin the process
of nominations and election of a new metropolitan for North
America. Following the meetings from Nov. 9-11, 2022, the Patriarchal
Vicar will come to the Archdiocesan headquarters in Englewood, New
Jersey to assume his duties.

The bishops and clergy who already know Sayidna Antonios are grateful that he is coming to
help the Archdiocese through this process because he is a talented and compassionate father
of Christ's Church. Bishop John and the Committee thank Patriarch John X and the Holy
Synod of Antioch for their love, guidance, care and support, as well as the clergy, Board of
Trustees and faithful of the Archdiocese for their cooperation and confidence.
__________________________________________________________________________

Is it possible to be a Chris an without being a Disciple?
Can you be a Christian and not be a disciple? Are there many members of the Church, but only a few
disciples? In the Gospel our Lord indicates that there are steps in becoming a disciple. First, "If any man
would come after Me, let him deny himself..." Many people miss His point because the word deny means
to “disavow any connection with something.” It was the same word used of Peter when he said he didn’t
know the Lord during Jesus’ trial. This is exactly the word Jesus chooses when He tells us we must first
deny ourselves.
Normally "self-denial" means that we are giving up something, like abstaining from certain foods during a
fast. But Jesus is not talking about that. He is not talking about giving up luxuries, or even necessities, but
about denying self, which is entirely different.
Denying self means that we renounce our right to run our own lives. We are to deny that we own ourselves. We do not have the final authority to decide anything. Jesus is saying something very fundamental.
It strikes at the heart of our very existence, because the one thing that we value, covet, and protect above
anything else is the right to make ultimate decisions for ourselves. We refuse to be under anything or anybody. The final decisions of our lives are ours. This is what Jesus is talking about. Paul put it a different
way when he said "You are not your own; you are bought with a price."
So it’s an invitation to deny our self-trust, our self-sufficiency, our feeling that we are able to handle life by
ourselves and run everything to suit ourselves, submitting instead to the leadership and the lordship of
Christ. And there can be no discipleship apart from it.
The second step immediately follows: "Let him deny himself, and take up his cross..." These words were
almost totally incomprehensible to the Disciples. They did not really didn’t understand where Jesus was
heading.
But here we come across another common misunderstanding. Many people think that a cross is any kind of
trial or hardship you are going through, like a mother-in-law, or a ding-a-ling neighbor or a physical
handicap. "That's my cross," we say. But that is not what Jesus means. He Himself had many difficulties
and trials he endured before He came to His cross. So it is not merely handicap or a difficulty. The cross
was something different. The cross stood for something connected with shame and humiliation. It was a
place of complete degradation and surrender. Any circumstance, any incident which does this to us, Jesus
says, if we are disciples, we are to welcome. That is His meaning. "Take up your cross, accept it, glory in
it, cling to it, because it is something good for you. It will reduce you to the place where you will be ready
to receive the gift of the grace of God."
Then the third step is, "Follow me." This really means, "Obey me." It takes us so long to understand that if
disobedience is the name of the game of those outside of the Church then certainly obedience becomes the
watchword of those from within. It must be. I am amazed at those who say that they are Christians, but
then blatantly, and even prideful, acknowledge that they do not follow His example.
Discipleship means following. It means choosing to do or say what Jesus commands us to do or say, and
what He Himself did, and looking to Him for the power to carry it through. That’s what it meant to the
disciples. They obeyed Him, and they were taught to look to Him for whatever it took to make things
possible. In the feeding of the multitude, He told them to feed the crowd, and they did. But He had to
supply them.
The Christian life is following Jesus, doing what He says like, "Love your enemy, Pray for those who hurt
you, Forgive those who offend you." Those are not merely wise and helpful words; they represent a way of
life our Lord is setting before us, to which we are expected to conform in the moment when we least feel
like it.
When we do not feel like obeying or forgiving or praying, He tells us to do it anyway. "Be kind to the
ungrateful and the selfish…Bear one another's burdens…Freely you have received, freely give."

"Follow me" means obeying these and all the many exhortations we don’t
really like.
In the original Greek, these steps are stated in the present, continuous
tense. That means, "Keep on denying yourself, keep on taking up your
cross, keep on following Me." This is not the decision of a moment, but
a program for a lifetime, to be repeated again and again, whenever we fall
into circumstances that make these choices necessary. This is what it
means to be a disciple. Discipleship is denying your right to yourself, and
taking up the cross, accepting these incidents and circumstances which expose our pride and conceit,
welcoming them, and then following Him, doing what He says to do, looking to Him for the power. Not
always a very appealing course, is it?
These words had impact. In fact St. John’s Gospel tells us that at this point many turned and went back
because these words seemed too harsh and demanding. We can always be grateful that Jesus never invited
anyone to come after Him without letting them know what would be involved. He told them very plainly
what they would be getting into. And He does this with us.
He is not interested in those who only want to offer lip service. He wants us to understand that this is
going to shatter us, change us, make us into a different kind of people. It is bound to. If it is to have any
meaning in our lives at all, it is going to revolutionize us utterly. And then He goes on to give us the
motive which will move us in this direction: "For whoever would save his life will lose it; and whoever
loses his life for my sake and the gospel's will save it."
That is motive enough, certainly. Who is not interested in saving his life? That is, making it worthwhile,
making it complete and full and rich, worth the living. We all want that. Deep down within us, every one
of us has a hunger for life and a desire to find it, to the full extent of what it was designed to be. This is
what Jesus is talking about. "If this is what you want," He says, "I'll tell you how to acquire it."
There are two attitudes toward life which are possible, and you can have only one or the other: One is:
save your life now, cling to it, grasp it, try to get hold of it for yourself, take care of yourself, trust
yourself, see that in every situation your first and major concern is, "What's in it for me?"
The other attitude is: lose it, fling it away, disregard what advantage there may be for you in a situation,
and move out in dependence upon God. Paul says, "I count not my life dear unto myself."
The final issue is: "For what does it profit a man, to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? For what
can a man give in return for his soul?” These questions of Jesus -- how they search us! What does it
profit a man, to gain the whole world and lose his own life?
This question hangs over us. What good is it to get all the things you want, and have nothing with which
to enjoy them, having lost your life in the process? Would anybody knowingly build a house contrary to
all the zoning ordinances and building codes, with the certain result that when he has spent all his money
and built the house, he will not be permitted even to move in? What foolishness that would be! And yet
how many lives are being built without any consideration of this question, or any dealing with the God
Who stands at the end of the process?
Is it possible to be a Christian without being a Disciple? No. There
are clearly only two paths, utter destruction or eternal fellowship with
our Creator in heaven. The irony, Jesus says, is that we have to love
our life enough to place it in His hands, being willing and even
grateful to follow the example He set. This is what Jesus said to the
multitudes of His day. Becoming a true Christian, a genuine disciple
is not easy. It is radical. But it is the only way to abundant life.

The Great Martyr George
The holy, glorious and right-victorious Great-martyr and Trophy
-bearer George was a Christian Roman soldier killed
under Diocletian at the beginning of the fourth century. Though
he was born in Cappadocia, his mother was from Palestine, and
thus he is a particular favorite of many Palestinian Christians.
He is also the patron saint of Moscow, Georgia, and England,
amongst other places. The Church commemorates St. George on April 23, and the
translation of his relics on November 3.
According to Tradition, St. George was born to a Christian family during the late
3rd century. His father was from Cappadocia and served as an officer of the
army. His mother was from Lydda, Palestine. She returned to her native city as a
widow along with her young son after the martyrdom of St. George's father,
where she provided him with a respectable education and raised him in piety.
The youth, it would seem, followed his father's example in joining the army soon
after his coming of age. He proved to be a charismatic soldier and consequently
rose quickly through the military ranks of the time. By his late twenties he had
gained the titles of tribunus (tribune) and later comes (count). By that time St.
George had been stationed in Nicomedia as a member of the personal guard
attached to Roman Emperor Diocletian (reign 284–305).
In 303, Diocletian issued an edict authorizing the systematic persecution of
Christians across the Empire. His Caesar, Galerius, was supposedly responsible for
this decision and would continue the persecution during his own reign (305–311). It
is believed that St. George was ordered to take part in the persecution but
instead confessed to being a Christian himself and criticized the imperial decision.
An enraged Diocletian proceeded in ordering the torture of this apparent traitor
and his execution.
Then, after innumerable forms of torture, St. George was executed by
decapitation in front of Nicomedia's defensive wall on April 23, 303. The witness
of his suffering convinced Empress Alexandra and Athanasius, a pagan priest, to
also become Christians, and so they also joined St. George in martyrdom as
consequence. St. George's body was then returned to Lydda for burial, where
Christians soon came to honor St. George as a martyr.
.

